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Queen Elizabeth Il (1922022)

The Gallipoli Club membership mourns the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il. In her 70 year feign
she provided the rock on which modern Britain was built under the leadersHip Bfime Ministers.

As Princess Elizabeth she enlisted in the BrAigxiliary Territorial Service where she learnt basic moto
mechanics and how to drive a lorry. She and her family also endured the bombing blitzes of London

She ascended the throne aged 25, in a courtat tvas emerging from the shadow of war and oversawj
the realignment of the British Empire as a Commonwealth ofgg®ierning nations with 15 nations
recognising her as their Head of State.

Her devotion to duty remains an example to us all that is expelogefbllowed by her son and heKing
Charles Ill. God save the King.
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Vale Alf Carpenter (1912022)

Gallipoli Club legend Alf Carpenter passed away in his beloved Hunter valley in September, aged 105

Club members are mourning the death ofourdearSer geant Car p2e/ndttehr Auositnread it:
friend and longiime club member Alf Carpenter I nfantry eBiaatméd omn wHovembe

who served as President of the 2/4th Australian 1939 at | ngl eburn Camp NSW.

Infantry Battalion Association for over 30 years.

Al fred ClivbBoCar anWagnganB\Zaagsal{llLSM] ul)fgg;r:)mﬂaal_lzlheestzlln‘let h
on April 22, 1917. At 1,\7(_.”y,[eharﬁ§f O|fcagandAt|hen d N
as a hardware buyer in atnhde dreeteak'lforncdeusStruys eden %1
joined the military rese Ve tthhee rr%ogthht oaf h|el Obett
Militia in 1934. He rosree|tnof otrhceen{ tk ofn sedegde ajnt
Aut ointaatl 'y called up WhSHaW@E.WaS eclare



Alf and his mates were rescued HIS Hasty Alf personally kept alive the memory of these

which took troops to CreteHis strongest memory  fallen comrades through adiftime of service for

of the 1941 battle was watching Nazi paratroopers returned service personnel. In addition to the

falling from the sky above the airport at H&tan Gallipoli Club and the 2/4th Association, he was

on the north coast of Crete. President of the ThirtNiners' Association, a
veterans’ group whose membe

"I can also remember what wonderful people the tricted to those who heard the call first up and

Cretans were," Alf said. enlisted by December 31.939.

After the Battle of Crete was lost, Alf embarked for In 1946, the same soldier who swam for his life

the Egyptian port city of Alexandria on the with Alf sent a telegram to him suggesting he move
destroyerHMS ImperialThis ship was severely up from Wagga Wagga amelp set up a general
damaged in bombing by the Italian Air Force on store in Warners Bay, which is how Alf became a
May 28, 1941. The Australian troops had to jump citizen of the Hunter Valley.

from Imperialwhich was beyond repaito HMS

Hotspur They watched aslotspurscuttled After selling that business he became and agent for
Imperialin the Mediterranean before completing theY S f @ndPicknde-Upfood brands.

the j to E t
€ Journey fo =gyp Alf and his wife, Marjorie, later headed overseas.

Asthe Regimental Sergeant Major, Alf had to Among his many careers, Alf was a Yogi Rama
muster the men once they landed. Of the 1000 charaka instructor (a mix of Hinduism and yoga) in
men on the roll who left to fight in Greece, Alf India, taught Tai Chi on the Great Wall of Chamal
mustered only 400. toured many countries in a hypnotism show with

Marjorie where he performed under the nanod
Thet'™hdn served iartaF’taeIre,SI%J-i B

. it A ek &Ndo ¥ . .
assigned to the Northern Territory in preparation
fom the defence of Dar wi Back inlAastragia, Alftbdtane inwleed widg the i n
Papua New Guitwiasya tfad gthht @ Gaifjpoti €lub when it became the meeting place

western region around WerwmaX4" including on Anzac Day.

While a member of the 42nd Landing Craft A.‘lf regalled that once, Whe.n the Cll.Jb faced
a{manmal problems in the high inflation era of the

mid-1970s, the 2/% Association one week helped
pay staff wages.

company he was helping land troops near the Buk
Passage, north of Bougainvjilghen the Japanese
attacked his flotilla of landing barges. Alf had to
swim out to sea to escape the raid and
save his life.

The other soldier swimming with
him was a retail worker from Wallsend i
the Hunter Valley.

In all, 109 members of the 2/4th were
killed in action, 237 wounded and 195
taken prisoner of war. The battalion wa
disbanded on October 124945, but its
memory has been kept alive by the
strong Battalion Association.

Regimental Sergeant Major Alf Carpenter in WW2

Continued page 15
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Editorial

This edition of the Gazette pays respect to two people who have been
prominent in the lives of Club members, Queen Elizabeth Il anctioreg
Club member, Al€arpenter, who also led the 2/4Association for more
than 30 years.

The Queen, who served in World War Two, before becoming the longes
reigning monarch in British history, was an example to us all for her
wisdom and sense of duty couple with the alilib adapt to changing

times, most notably moving from heading a paternalistic Empire to being
the beloved leader of the benevolent British Commonwealth of Nations.

In his 105 years, Alf Carpenter packed a lot into his life a you will see fr¢& § !
the obituarywithin —and it took the death of Queen Elizabeth to shift his S/ N\
picture and obituary from the front page. Alf was in great spirits and fully functlonlng mentally when | last
saw him on Anzac Day. He was only in a wheel chair because of the length ofthewvh&ch he never
missed because it was part of his personal tribute to the hundreds of men under is control in World War Two
who have passed away.

We also look athe sacrifice of the people of the English village of Tyneham who were ordered to move out
to allow training for be eventually EDay operations, but were never allowed to return, even in peace time.

In addition, we meet Gladys Bakéhe widow of a New Guaa magistrate who was awarded the MBE for
her assistance to soldiers and otkeaifter the Japanese invasion of Rabaul in 1942 while still running her
plantation on New Britain.

Retired British Army Officer and journalist, |[Patr

RussiarlJkraine battle looks at another historical sidetioé conflict with a supernatural twist.

On behalf of our Patron and Directors, | extend
our sincere best wishes to all of our Members
for a Happy and Merry Christmas and
good luck for the coming year.

s John Robertson
President




Presidents Report Summer 2022

| was hoping to have some positive news on the redevelopment front, but as we go to press we séll hgve

number of items outstanding. We were expecting to have settled with AMP earlier this month but have

not

come toan agreement on final amounts. | will advise you all by separate cover when we finalise.,We gre

however, pushing aheadWe are developing a design for the museum space and have prepared the
documentation for lodgement of thedyelopment ApplicationThestrata committee have given adjoining
owners consent.

Since my last report we have lost our oldest memgéf Carpenter. Vale Alf. Also of course we saw the
death of our longest serving monarch HRH Elizabeth Il and the ascension of HRH CharldsHimiwe,
but his predecessors Charles | & Il didn’'t ha

vV e

We continue to be active within th&holarshipFund and have been accepted for membership of the Dayn

Service Committee.
The Board continues to meet regularly facddoe where possible and via tetenference.
Keep safe, keep well and keep smiling.

John Robertson
President
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PUTIN THE BOEBBNATCHERGraveRobbing by Russian dictators.

NAGAAaK !

C2 NI SNJ

NJY e

One aspect to

VI adi mir
withdrawal from the
City of Kherson has
involved a bit of
body-snatching. He
has ordered the
bones of Prince
Grigori Potemkino
be removed from
the Cathedral of St
Catherine in Kherson
for safekeeping in
Russia. This cultural
heist also included a statue and various memorials
to the man who had
lover, statesman, general and Russian conqueror

Prince GrigorPotemkin

of what is now much of South Eastern Ukraine and the process of facial

Crimea. This is a man it seems th&dimir Putin
very much wishes to
time an autocrat in the Kremlin has tried to do a
bit of bodysnatching.

Joseph Stalin, as with Putin, had a somewhat
“individual
While he also admired Prince Potemkin, he held a
particular fascination
formidable Uzbek
conquests terrorised much of central Asia and
Eastern Europe.

Timur - or Tamerlane who died in 1405, was the
last of the great nomadic conquerors of the
Eur asi
Lame’

an
due

steppes.

to a distinct

Lk
Map of Tamerlane's Empire

2FFTAOSNE

b e ¢ o P& Mighailt Gerasimow, &

e mu IskullseHe alsp made t h

’ under st andiTmgr, wihd die@®wers680i

fwork of artnd®ne almostR
( Tur ki cf)r oimvddédres,.

Gener arelayn sk n dwro
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old battle wound, his Turkic Empire stretched from

P u Wiest Chima to Anatolia (Turkey), frokfighanistan

to Russia, as he sought to reinstate the Empire of
his forbearer Genghi-=s
son Babur, another brutal conqueror, went on to
become the Mogul Emperor of India. Since Timur is
said to have caused the death of 17 million pko
it’s little surprise
Stalin. l ndeed, Ti mur
successful conqueror who ruled much of what
eventually became the Russian and Soviet Empire.

Khan

t hat
was

Thereis an impressive bust of Timur crafted in the
1 9 4 By’a famous
Russian anthropologist

scientist who pioneered
reconstruction from
reconstructions of other
long-dead Russian
despots like lvan the

Terrible. But this bust of

years ago was a forensic

Stalin was obsesssed
with Timur. They both
shared a similar
nickname. Timur

Bust of Tamerlane

Turkicnlgmgageevhila €
“Stalin’ m

in Russian. Maybe '
Stalin admired his t
brutality. It is claimed |
Timur caused the
death offive percent
of humanity during his
life.

Joseph Stalin



Soin 1941 Stalin oleum with the fragrance of emhaling oils- still

- now USSKeneral pungent after 500 years. This was also interpreted
issimo- sent Mikhail as a dire warning, but St a
Ger asi mov t obeifjrionerli Gerasimov and his team plus the
magnificentGure remains of Timur, were loaded onto a plane and
AmirMausoleum in flown to Moscow.

Samarkand to open
up his tomb, verify The plane had barely touehd down when Ti

2 that the body inside, Curse seems to have been invoked as 24 hours

" was indeed that of later on June 22, Hitler launched Operation
Timur and bring it Barbarossa. The Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union,
back to Moscow for then one of the greatest invasions in human

examination. He also history, had begun.
ordered Gerasimov

to use his forensic Of course, masigamwarelogad r asi m
reconstuction skills communists, but as the Red Army initially crumb
: : == to bring Tinhuerd sbefore Hitler’s invasi
Gure Amir Mausoleum | i keness b a cbring:deneunced as superstitious or defeatist,
But there was a despite the fact that Hitler seemed to be falling

problem. The local Uzbeks in Samarkand knew that into the category of the casket inscripi WI y°
Timur’'s tomb was inscri Re/dIWiSING Ya2 NbaAlisaNRIsgahssn diKs Y

warning: particularly Uzbeks, were still a superstitious lot. If
the news got out , t hat Hi t
2KSY L NARAS FNRBY (KS.RSIHHRYIilhkeS rea NIi b ud A fofn , i NBeo i S
Timur’' would chanStaenge Sov
't was knowe af Thmut Cuaathdismt begtdes they all wanted to see how
pleaded with Gerasimov to leave the tomb well superstitious Stalin would turn out to be.

alone warning of apocalyptic dangers. Reports of

the warning deliver ed b yNottthat&talimaeededsuperstition ® inforen @i e r
Masood Al aev’'s, wer e s e mofthelpailh&had got higseH ihtd. He hadnaleady
replied impatientyW NNB & G ! fingS @ T déeh vdatrddiRoi Hitler, by his own intelligence

false rumours and panic. Open the tomb staff. The British had warned him. His famous spy
AYYSRAFGSt@HQ Richard Sorge ifiokyo had warned him that the
German invasion was i mmine
These were of course the times of Soviet state already ‘ligqguidated’ many
atheism, when all religions were persecuted. the great purge, they too would have warned him.

Stalin had already ordered the destruction of many

religious shrines Christian, Muslim and Buddhist Andwith the news
throughout Russia. So, no one would dare refuse of defeat after _
the command of the *‘ Red défsateven, o
superstition. On 20 June 20, 1941 the Jade slab Gerasimov was
that covered Ti mur ' Gurr e marnimghimvha e
e Amir revealing another ominous inscription on did his facial recon

his casket: structions, and
examinations of

W2z K 2varadpens my tomb shall unleash an the body of

AYOFRSNI Y2NB GSNNAo6tS Kranyerlain $proving
that he had a hip

Thissecondvar ni ng was al so i g@uadaBddtwasA

embalmed body was removed from its jade tomb;

his now empty sarcophagus flooded the maus Potemkin's tomb



i ndeed
scientist wondered if there was some truth to the
curse of Timur.

The war was going badly
panzers were advancing on Moscow, while a

bitter battle was developing on the Volga over the
city called after Stalinimself- Stalingrad. Those
close to Stalin became more convinced that be
hind his inscrutable, atheist exterior, Stalin was

al so a very
wait long to find out. In November 1942, Stalin
ordered Timur to be flown back tois Mausoleum
in Samarkand.

Here the |l egend kicked
body was in transit back to Uzbekistan, his plane
flew close to the battlefield at Stalingrad and, sure
enough, a couple of weeks later, after Timur was
safely back in his gravihg Germans surren

dered!

So was Stalin superstitious? We will never know,
but it does seem that he was destined to suffer at
the hands of the superstitious. Eleven years later
Stalin himself died. He ordered that his own body
should be embalmed and pled in the mausel

eum alongside his predecessor Vladimir Lenin. But
his past would soon catch up with him, supersti
tion playing an intriguing part.

At the 229 Russian Communist Party congress
when his murderous crimes were revealed, a-self

t heurb,odtyhe fl dmMé ' m) Mauwuepnl £ hims

Stalin’s
and reburied in the Necropolis under the Kremlin
wall, beside many other less significant party

body v

‘comrades’ ; some of whom r
Hisvil. Russi a. Hitl er’'s
Whi ch brings us-tsar&ladimrt o R
Putin; our latest grave robber! According to
Catherine the Great’'s bioc

Montefiore, this may be the ninth time that

After the death of her loverCatherine the Great
was so smitten with grief, that his grave in St
Catherine’s Orthodox

Russi a
plans.

s Tsaritza,

Tsar Paul hated his mother. He alsded

Pot emki n, demanding
dug up and reinterred in an unmarked grate
later directed that the bones be scattered in a
nearby gorge. 't was-
tives as he himself soon died, so it was not known
if this last directive had been carried out. But in
1818 a search of the Cathedral Crypt revealed that
the Potemkin bones were still there, so his grave
was reinstated.

After the Bolshevik revolution, it was opened
again. Once more it was rumoured that the
revalutionaries had mockingly scattered his

descrilbédanwi s@i ritual i sremaibDsa Aftereanother mspecton, it @peared

who had herself suffered 20 years in a Gulag at
the hand of Stalin, got up and said before 5000
delegates:

Y SAGSNRIF& L
he seemed to stand before me as if alive.
YR KS
to lie next to Stalin who has caused the

LI NI & a2 YdzOK KI NXY odé

Thedelegates, who were no doubt, all atheists,
good communists who accepted the doctrine of
dialectical materialism, rejecting religion and

superstition,
night (Halloween) after only 6 years in the Lenin

02y & dzt (i SMas udkiB1aéNomtrs

that Potemkin’s bones
placed in a bag inside his coffin. Again in 1980, his
grave was once again
and t he Prswerediltserethatmai n

[ SYAYy IyR

& I AuRpledsant fot $he a A (iMaybd Vladimir Putin would like to replace

<

superstitiouBotmamki Mheybdadnasn’'hawavieedr

Cat he
i becomeyagpilgrimage\Wdsiinatien for thasauloyal ®
althouc

that t

one C

had

opene

Potemkin as conqueror of L
doing too well at the moment, which suggests yet
another journey for Prince

seems that a pattern is emerging. Following the
Revolution, the Romanv bodyparts took nearly a
century to find their final resting places. And

appeaunee’ sgnietpileendernsinswhat to do with

Vladimir Lenin.



Hismuchrembalmed body still lies in his mausoleumand surgeons working round the clock to maintain

in Red Square. Tmetbeas si hishody.s queues may

l ong as they once were, but the keepers of Lenin’.
tomb have their work cut out for them. Everyother | t *' s worth recording the wc
year Lenin’s body is s uNageghdgksupskayds 2 U uSNBQ@U oY 2y
glycerol, formaldehyde, potassium acetate, alcohol,him, build places in his name, or orgargeeemony
hydrogen peroxide, acetic acid and acetidison. ASa Ay KAa YSY2NEO® Litf UKAZ
Indeed, it needs a team of anatomists, biochemists wonder what Potemkin would have said?

Richard Sorge

Richard Sorge (1898944)
was a Germazerbaijani
journalist andSoviet
military intelligenceofficer 0 |
active before and during it
World War Il He ‘ER AR
workedundercoveras a
Germanjournalistin

both Nazi Germangnd

the Empire of JaparHis
codename was "Ramsay" .
He is considered one of the
most accomplished spies.

Sorge is most famous for hi
service inJapann 1940 and
1941, when he provided
information aboutAdolf
Hitler's plan to

attackthe Soviet Union
which was not heeded by
Stalin. In mieSeptember
1941, he informed the
Soviets that Japan would
not attack the Soviet Union
in the near future. A month
later, Sorge was arrested in
Japan for espionagéle

was tortured, forced to
confess, triecand hanged in November 1944.Stalin declined to intervene on his behalf with the
Japanese.

Historians have argued that Sorge's biggest coup led to his undoing because Stalin could not affo
it become known that he had rejected Sorge's warning altoeitGerman attack in June 1941.

He was posthumously awarded the titleldéro of the Soviet Unioim 1964.
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Gladys Baker

Mrs Gladys Henrietthoveday Bake(18971946) was awarded the MBE for the help she gave after the fall
of Rabaul in 192. To an aticle, written by Gordon Thomas and Keith (J.K) McCarfldgo t A a KSR A Y

LattkyRa a2y iKfe¢ YI 3ivdhawtSRRSR yD {I I TRIESIND K25\ RéS2 NIRKa

traumatic experiences that confronted her after the Japanese invasion of Rabaul

A wellknown resident of New Guine&ladys
Baker died at heplantationin the Witu (Vitu)
Group on Decembe9, 1946 after a short illness

In 1920,shemoved toMisimalsland, Papua,

to marry William Baker the Resident magistrate.
Foryearssheaccompanieder husbandto the
variousdistrictsin Papuato whichhe wascalledby
hisduti es. I n t hegoverat e 20
ment service fothe MandatedTerritory of New
Guinea, wherédne had successfully tenderéaor

the estateof Languplantation, on Vitu, Island,

north of NewBritain Island and due west of

Rabaul.

At Languthe Bakersestablisheda homewell-
knownthroughoutthe Territory for its comfort ana
hospitality. In 1934 William Baker dieafter

ashort illnessand his widow remained on the
property to develop it and to use her own words
‘“to permnpemanmital for Bill
remained managing theoconut estate until

Gladys Baker MBE

evenafter the Japanesénvasionin 1942. Langu. In case of bombing | made the natives take
shelter in the reinforced concreteulverts | had

We wi | | continue to st chelpedthem build. Some Zeros came too with the

words ... .. Rising Sun glinting on their wings and | hated the

scream as they dived to look at Langu and at the

“After Japndwherawomemarklie d cPlantation anchorages.
children were being evacuated from New Britain | _ o
asked permission of the Administration to remain. JUSt after Christmas | was granted permission to

I thought maybe there might be use for my med remain in the Terribries. The last ship carrying
i cal knowl edge andtilckegWomen and children had gone. As far as | knew |
which | gained because of rayowledge of New ~ Was the only woman left.

Britain waters, might be required. . .
g g On 19 January the natives told me that Praed Point

at Rabaul had been bombed and gave me details of
the bombing which I later found to be accurate.

The rews came by drums and smoke signals down
the mainland of New Britain and my boys picked it
up. It was a clear day and they had seen the smoke
signals on the mainland 64 miles away. The follow
ing day all radio news from Rabaul ceased and
later | learnt fom the natives Rabaul had fallen.

That last Christmas of 1941 at Langu was the
closest | could make it the same as all others. |
arranged the usual sirging for the natives but |
doubted if we would ever have another Christmas
on Langudr a long time. Almost a week before
Christmas the first of many Japeserecon
naissance planes came over. Nearly all of them
would come down low and circle the house at

10



There was a small steamer anchored at Witu | got back to Langu and two days later the cutter

the Lakatoi-and | tried to persuade the crew to returned. The boys tolthe of 18 Australian

leave for Australia but they thought the run would  soldiers who were at Linganga Plantation at

be too risky. On Jasuar yTalasea. The Australians, the head boy told me p’
tender—Languthe Second-and set out for the with tears in his eyes, we
mainland to make food dumps which | was surewe much’ . | i mmedi ately | oade

would require later. | was sure if any Australians food and medical supplies. | overlatidanger
escaped from Rabaul they would make down the  ously because | had 15 tons by measurement on a
coast.Languthe Secondhad only 9 knots and was 5% ton boat and at midnight on the Sunday, with
27 feetlongl had with me a b o threenatives and a hatfaste girl, Emma
established our dumps along the Aria River. | lefta Leahmann, we crossed to Iboki. | found the 18
cutter on the mainl-and \Australiansthere and metthe Assistant Districtv
boys from my own plantation with instructions to Officer, Keith McCarthy. Keith put me in charge of
return to Witu immediately and tell me if they had  the Iboki camp and the next morning five of the
any news of Ausélian soldiers. Australians who were well enough left for Cape

Gloucester, on the western end of New Britain.
On my return trip on 14 February a Jap seaplane

circled my smal|l s hi p’' s Theywere to wait there until the other 13were ) ut t |
land. I told the boys what to say in case the well enough taravel and join them. They meant

Japanese did land and come across to investigate 1o try to get to Finschhafen on the New Guinea

us. | hid in the bilge under the afteiecking. There mainland, near Lae. | cooked for and nursed the 13

was a sip as the seaplane landed and the motors  boys who were sick, and meanwhile Keith

roared as it taxied close. Next | heard footsteps on  McCarthy with Rod Marsland went back to Tol

the deck accompanied by a flood of fluent Pidgin. ~ Plantation which was the scene of the dapse

The Japs had boarded us and were questioning the Massacre. | nursed the boys for about a week, then

natives. The native boys told one of the two in an order came back from McCarthy telling me to
answer to his gestions that their master had gone  send them to Gloucester. | prepared the boys for
to Sydney a long time ago and that they were the trek, and they went by canoe and launch.

going back to the plantation on Witu to pick up a _
load of workers to take them back to their villages ~ Finschhafen had fallen before they left Cape

on the mainland. | remember that strangely Gloucester, ad the 18 boys got to Madang from
enough | was not frightened dfie Japanese. where they went overland to Moresby and did not

get to Australia until 2%2 months after | did. With
Perhaps that was because a rat in the bilgewater t he Australians gone from

was running about and brushing against my bare  tender out and sailed up the coast towards Rabaul

leg—1 was wearing only shorts and shirt. | bit my to see if | could findnore troops. A little way up |

lip till blood ran to prevent myself screaming and saw a boat stranded on a reef and thought it might

giving myself away to the Japanese. Thps have been an enemy boat. I
seemed satisfied with mytogoonupthecoastincharge ofthe boys, whileg a v e
them a cigarette and a biscuit each, went back into  returned to Iboki in a canoe. However, that night
their plane and t ook of ftheboatonthereefotoff and came into Iboki. To a f t

all. It was only some cotton waste. When | came up My relief it was a Mission boat and they were

my face was covered in a black scum of oit| an surprised to find a woman to welcome them. They
pitch from the decking had blackened my back. | ~ had on board 35 boys of the 2/22nd Battalion
saw then that three of the boys had spread a sail ~ (based in Rabaul) in charge of Captain E.S. Apel
over the decking and pretended to mend it allthe ~ who is now Lieutenan€olonel. Somef them

time the Japanese were on board. were very sick and others were wounded. A few

’

days | ater the ship’s tend
Diggers, a Guinea Airways boat brought more.
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Escapees continued to trickle in until we numbered
191 n all. Some of the boys had lost all their
clothes and were wearing laxdtavas, and all of

them were bearded.

| remember being struck by the number of ginger
beards. | worked night and day caring for them and
feeding them. In sixteen days | could only shat

13 hours sleep. Two of the boys were badly woun
ded and one of them whose name | think is Bill
Collins of Cronulla had been shot up by the Japs in
the Tol Plantation Massacre.

After he was captured he broke away with his
hands still tied together. The gafired at him and

hit him in the shoulder, another shot went through
his wrists and miraculously severed the cord which
bound him. They had already taken his boots and
he wandered in the bush for four days. Brambles
and thorns cut his legs badly. He wduatck to the
massacre scene and helped two soldiers who had
been bayoneted and left for dead, up a steep
incline to a native house. The Japanese came, set
fire to the house and Collins alone was able to
escape.

Many of the sick had severe tropical ulcexad
malaria and dysentery had struck many others. The
fever cases were more severe than usual because
of the poor diet the men had been subjected to.
Their systems were craving for salt and sugar.
However, whilst in camp, we were able to kill a
bullock orsome goats every day and this with a
small helping of rice, tea and jam, helped pick the
boys up. Water was a difficulty and the natives
brought us water by canoe from a distance of 12
miles sealed in long lengths of bamboo. On March
15th we had a roundable conference attended by
all Army officers and by the Captains of the boats
of the small mosquito fleet which by now was
assembled at Iboki. It was finally decided to go
with the fleet back to my plantation to see if the
steamer which had been there wheeft was still
sheltering. Early next morning we arrived at Witu
and fortunately the steamer, theakatoj was still
there. We put the sick soldiers into an improvised
hospital while the others, with natives, set to work
cutting leaves and small trees tamouflage our
tiny fleet. We camouflaged the steamem ship,

by the way, of 170 tons by mixing camouflage
colours from a combination of red, white, black,
grey, blue and yellow paint which we found on the
island. With other soldiers | went to my pkation
and we killed as much |
refrigerator would hold. | had no time to collect
many personal belongings or papers.

On the night of 19 March we were all on board

the Lakatoi | played poker with some of the men
while we were waitindo sail and lost £11. | was
holding fours all the time. Next afternoon we

sailed and we prayed for luck. | piloted from Witu
through the Dampier Straits and dropped anchor
at Umboi Island in the Straits on the 21st. Some of
the boys went ashore for a wasih the creek, and

on the after deck we built a place to cook for the
troops. Next day we sailed again, passed
Finschhafen in broad daylight and followed the
main Japanese water route past Gasmata. This is
rather a feat considering we had no charts of any
description with us and the Dampier Straits
through which we passed is thickly studded with
outcrops of reefand is known for its tricky tides.
With the help of a Papuan native boat crew we
managed to get to the Trobriand Islands, and once
there thePapuan bois could pilot us on to the
D' Entrecasteaux Group
the Laurabada-the Papuan Government Yacht
having previously contacted by tetadio Army
and Navy authorities at Port Moresbifter

giving us more medical supplies theloped us
through the China Straits, and we trusted in luck
and providence that we’
sometime, somehowstill having no charts.

We arrived in Cairns on Saturday, 29th March.
[China Straits to Cairnsapprox. 850 km.] The
civiliansand officers were billeted in hotels and the
troops were taken to a camp for the night where
doctors and nurses took charge of them. The next
morning (Sunday) a special train was made up and
although | was offered help for the train trip |
preferred to cary on alone. On the journey | made
it a practice of devoting each hour to a particular
carriage to continue the medical treatment which |
had been giving the troops from the start of the
evacuation.
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The Red Cross and tieensland people were
marvellous- bringing supplies of food and clothing
to the train for the boys. On the following
Wednesday | handed over to an Army Medical
Officer at Exhibition Camp, Brisbane.

be stilled for ever,asshesleepsn the earth that
shelovedsowell. Butherindomitablespirit will
serveusasanimperishableand inspiringnemory.
She was buried in front of her beloved plantation
home.

When we started our evacuation | weighed 11
stone, fivepounds;when we handed the troops
over atBrisbhaneal t hough | di-tn
wei ghed seven stone, o1

Keith McCarthy ended his article:

“ MrBskerreturnedto Witu andher Langunome
latein1946. ‘ Sietbadmae dla’s M
joyful news cried around the villages on the island.
Onecanimaginehow shefelt, assheoncemore
steppedashorein that beautiful place. Within a
veryshorttime amatter of daysratherthan

Editors Note:

In recognition of their work in helping the troops in
their escape, Gladys Baker and Keith McCarthy w
later awarded an MBE.

After a convalescent period, Gladys joined the

Australian Army Medical Women's Service arab
placed on the reserve list in 194vith the rank of
lieutenant. Keithgained fame as a WW2 Coast

watcher. He was appointed to the first Papua New
Guinea Legislative Council (1951) and was electe
the first Parliament of Papua New Guinea (1964).

weeksshewasdead. Hercourageousheartmay

o —

. 3
Gladys Baker (second from right) with the first people to return to Rabaul after WW2. Sadly, she died onl
after this photograph was takermhe ship, MV Reynella, was a passenger and freight vessel built in Italy f

Lloyd Triestino Line ©26. The ship was seized by the Australian Government at Freemantle in 1940 whi
entered World Watl and was renamed.

s 83
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Tynehamc the British village that died in WW2

z

2S @grarld GKS 3IK2ad GAttF3AS 27F ¢ &y Stkas pdart abtiepbars toNS & A R
AY@FRS CNIyOS Ay GKS Lid#vie. 6 O1 F3IFAyad | AGfSNRa T
The village of Tyneham dates back to the Iron Age Fifty years ago, most of the manor house, with

and the area was a source of a specific building parts that dated back to the 14th century, was

material, Purbeck marble, for construction during pulled down by government order.

the Roman occupation of England two thousand The most prominent buildin

years ago.

In late 1943, the British War Office requisitioned
the village and 3@quare kilometres of surround
ding heathlandaround the Purbeck Hills for use as
firing ranges for training troops. The War Office
moved225 people witithe last person leaving a
notice on the church door:

Please treat the church and houses with care; we
have given up our homes where many of us lived
for generations to help win the w#o keep men
free. We shall return one day and thank you for
treating the village kindly

This measure was supposed to be temporary for
the duration ofthe war. While the sacrifice of the
locals was significant in the eventual, successful D
Day landing (se&allipoli Gazette: Winter 2022
the ‘“temporary’™ order
the Armyplaced a compulsory purchase ordsr
the land and it has remained in use for military
training since then.

In 1975, despite the local area being littered with
scrags of equipment used as target for gunnery
training, the Ministry of Defence responded to
complaints from tourists and locals and-opened
the village and footpaths across the ranges to
weekend bushwalkers and throughout August to
summer holidaymakers.

The land has also become a haven for wild life.

Most village buildings have fallen into dépair or
have been damaged by shelling.

and the nearby school are nawuseums

Tyneham fared better than the nearby hamlet of
Goathorn, as it was further inland. Goathorm was
also evacuated and the surrounding area taken
over by the military. The hamlet was subsequently
lost to heathland but the pier, which once boasted
a tramway, emains. The village and beach were
used as a training area before thellay landing.

Some villagein Norfolkalsosuffered a similar fate
due to that county being arang the nearest to
Europe when the Allied invasion was being
planned.

The Norfolk villag of Stanford was evacuated and
never returned to its owners. It is still used by the
television seri NY & d)

Tyneham has also become a film 48t1985 the
village was used for the filmirgf Comradesthe

story of theTolpuddleMartyrs, who wee trans
ported as convicts to Australia after being found
guilty of forming a trade uniofhe church had a
fibreglass tower and large grasgtonesadded by

the film makersand Post Office Row was frowte
with fibreglass cottage®uring the filming
Tyneham's original 1929 K1 Mark 236 telephone
kiosk was destroyed and the film company sourced
a replacement.

The village was also the setting for the climax to
the Mike Ripley comithriller Angel's Sharé006).

LEGACY*(?‘;'

Support Legac
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comrades_(1986_film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tolpuddle_Martyrs

Continued from page 3.

Sadly, Alf lost the site of one eye laterinlifeduetoby t he t hen Minister for Ve
being hit in the head in 1941 by shrapnelfroma Snowdon -dayaviesitAnfndarv etriser 7

Germanmortar in fighting near Heraklion duringtheof t he Battl e of Crete. The
Battle of Crete. However,@rnea implant in his of events imeanouditn g ea ceomm
nineties gave him back 25 per cent of the sightinthe he H®&lulsémia¢i an Memori al ,
eye and Alf proudly reminded people at 100 thatheCr et e .

still held a driver’'s |icence.

I n 2016 he was part of the

I n 20wWwds doshiéx oNavy and Arcmhputroe@secesdesfor the 75th a
aged between 88 and 101bathtol e@vere taken to Crete

Last NSWRat of Tobrukhonoured

Ernie Walker OAM, the last remaining member of the
Rats of Tobrukied recently at his homat Penrose in
the Southern Highlands, aged 106.

Theveteran, has been remembered his funerain
the Southern Highlandfr having a mind asharp as
a tack".

Mr Walkerwas a member of the defiant garrison that
earned legendary status after spending eight months
defendingthe Mediterranean port of Tobruk during
1941.

He was also involved in the Kokodack@ampaign.

Mr Walker lived ouhis last few decades with his wife
Bev in the small village, where he pursued his love of
horses.

More than 100 people attended his funeral at
Bundanoon with a Guard of Honour assembled along
the walkway to the Holy Trinity Anglican Church.

His stepsonTrevor Hind told the congregation his
father was "a man's man, a hard worker, a gentlema =l
and a good bloke".

Local farrier and longme friend Curly Charlwood said Mr Walker was known for his forthright nature.

This weelPrime Minister Anthony Albanese and Opposition Leader Peter Dutton paid tribute to Mr Walker
in parliament.

"Ernie was an extraordinary member of what is known as the greatest generatmme of the famou®Rats
of Tobrukand a veteran of Kokoda," Mr Albese said.
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“The Landing" 25th April, 1915

THE GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN
THE BEGINNING - “THE LANDING”

Men of the 1st Australian Division A.LF. (Australian Imperial Force) landing under
heavy Turkish fire at ARI BURNU, 4.30am on 25th April, 1915. The beach was later
named ANZAC COVE.

The name “ANZAC™ originated in Egypt early in 1915 where the Australian and
New Zealand Army Corps were training. The Corps Commander, Lieut. Gen, William
Birdwood, used the abbreviated title of the Corps, A.N.Z.A.C., as the code word for the
Corps in preparation for the Gallipoli Campaign — a word that was to make history and
be revered by Australians and New Zealanders for all time. An “ANZAC” was an
Australian or New Zealand soldier who served in the Gallipoli Campaign. The term “an
Original ANZAC” identified those men who participated in the initial landing on the 25th
April, 1915 — the Ist Australian Division, A.LF.

The Campaign ended on the 18th December, 1915, following the evacuation of all
Allied troops from the Peninsula.

In the 8 months period of the Campaign, Australian casualties were:

Killed in action and died of wounds 8,079
Wounded in action and missing 12,924
Total 26,003

Our Club was originally “The Gallipoli Legion Club” until November, 1967 when
it became “The Gallipoli Memorial Club” — a memorial where the legend of GALLIPOLI
would be firmly entrenched as an inspiration to future generations of Australians.

It was founded and developed by the GALLIPOLI LEGIONS OF ANZACS, those
“ANZACS” who survived the Gallipoli Campaign and following that, the Campaigns of
France and Belgium until the Armistice on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month
of 1918,
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