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Edward 'Teddy' Sheean VC
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Armidale sank near Timor.

Thenews fromGovernor two years at sea when he died and his wife Mary Jane. Soon
General David Hurley that Queen while serving on the minesweeper afterwards the family moved to
Elizabeth 1l had approved the HMAS Armidalevhen itcame Latrobe.
posthumous awarding of the under heavy attack from Japanese In his teenage years Teddy took
Victoria Cross to Edward 'Teddy' aircraftoff the coast of Timaeteste casual work on farms between
Sheean marked the end of along in 1942. Latrobe and Merseylea. In Hobart

campaign to gain the award for this ~ Sheean is recorded as helping on 21 April 1941 he enlisted in the
Australian World War Two hero.  launch life rafts before returning to Royal Australian Naval Regeras
The announcement followed  fire at eremy aircraft, despite the  an ordinary seaman, following in

Prime Minister Scott Morrison order having been given to aban  the steps of five of his brothers
recommending the Ordinary don ship. who had joined the armed forces.
Seaman be awarded Australia's Edward Sheean was born on  After his initial training, he was
highest military honour 28 December 1923 at Lower sent to Flinders Naval Depot,
The 18yearold had les than Barrington, Tasmania, fourteenth  Westernport, Victoria, in February
child of JameSheea labourer, 1942 for further instruction.
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Editorial

This edition of the Gazette
commemorates two anniver
saries, the 78 anniversary of the
signing of the war in the Pacific
and the start of the Korean War
five years later.

Australia rejoiced when Japan
announced its surrender, as we
had done three months earlier
when Germany surrendered. The
signing of the official documents
ending the Pacific War happened
in early September, officially
ending six years of horror that
claimed over 27,000 Australian
military lives worldwide and
devastated the families and
friends of the deceased.

A feeling of gloom settled
over Australia five years later

when the nation backed
President Truman in standing up
to the invaders of South Korea.
Anather 340 lives were to be lost
from among the 17,000 who
served.

The Pacific also gives us the
story of Anzac Day commem
orations in the Tahitian capital,
Papeete, which centre on the
graves of two Australasian
soldiers who were buried from
hospital shipshat docked in the
harbour during World War One.

We also look back to the
Pioneers who served with
distinction in World War One.

It was a pleasure to start the
edition with the announcement
by GovernotGeneral David

Hurley that Queen Elizabeth II
had approed the posthumous
awarding of the Victoria Cross to
Edward 'Teddy' Sheean whose
story of World War Two heroism
has been carried in a previous
edition.

The 18yearold Tasmanian
died while shooting at Japanese
aircraft swooping to attack the
minesweepeHMAS Armidaleff
the coast of Timoteste in 1942
and its struggling crew members
as they climbed into escapeatt.

In addition, our President
John Robeson updates
members on the Club and the
progress of building works for our
new premises.
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Australiamarksthe end of World War I

On August 15, Australia celebrated the 75th anniversaljiabry in the Pacific.

Japan surrenderedncondit from hosting a lege public com General Angus Campbell, reflected

ionallyto the Allied forces, ending memorationon August 15. on the moment when the terrible
the deadliest conflict in history, However, a small ceremony of conflict finally ended.
World War I, with the documents invited guests, including the dSeventyfive years ago, a weary

officially signed on September 2 onGovernor General, David Hurley, Australia laid down its arms and felt
board the US war shijdissouriin ~ Prime Minister Scott Morrison and &he first, joyous stirrings of peace.

Tokyo Bay. handful of surviving veterans, was In the forests of Borneo, the
This year, thecoronavirus broadcast live so the nation could soMiers finally laid their arms and
pandemic prevented the memorial join in. had pause to listen to the songbirds

The Chiedf the Defence Force, in the trees

The Official Surrender

Highranking military officials of the Allied Powers met aboard tiesourion September 2,
AyOf dzZRAY 3 ! dzAGNI £ A Qa DSYSNIft {ANI ¢K2Yla .f
Zealand Air Vice Marshall Leonard Isitt, Chinese Generafiigl K QI y 33 { 2 @akial |
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Philippe Leclerc de Hauteclocque, Dutch Vice Admiral Conrad Helfrich, US Fleet Admiral Chester
and US General Dolag MacArthur who was the Supreme Commander for the Allies.

The Japanese representatives, headed by Foreign Minister Mamoru Shigemitsu arrived at 8.5¢
0.902 am General MacArthur stepped before a batigfrgnicrophonesand opened the 23ninute
surrender ceremony to the waiting world by stating "It is my earnest hoipeleed the hope of all
mankind that from this solemn occasion a better world shall emerge out of the blood anégarof
the past, a world founded upon faith and understanding, a world dedicated to the dignity of man a
fulfillment of his most cherished wish for freedom, tolerance, and justice."

Unconditional surrender documents were signed and by 09:30 thendgpaemissaries had departe
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Ships across the Pacific spliced Fewer than 3,000 Australian The soldiers of the 2nd AlF
the mainbrace and an extra ration WW11veterans are alive toddy® were deployed across Europe,
of rum warmed a sailor's heart. The Australian War Memorial's Africaand the Middle East and
The engines of Kittyhawks head of military history, Dr Karl closer to home as Japanese forces
Boomerangs and Beaufighters James, told the ABC that said the launched direct attacks on
were quiet, even if their crews were nation's armed forces were "tiny"  Australia's mainland.

not. in 1939. More thanonemillion Aus
At home, telegrams bearing the Dr James sajd\We had avery tralian men and women served in
saddest of news slowed to a trickle small armyt the Militiat we had the war.
and eventually stopped. a very small navy and we had a About 40,000 of those never
An entire country had been tiny air force returned home, killed or dying as
called to serve what was right and So when the war broke out, onewar prisoners.
good. of the things that Australia did Globally, more than 50 million
A great victory had beewon contribute to this global effort was soldiers and civilians were killed
at great cost to all. men. just a generation after the so

called¥ar to end all wasCe

USMissouri(BB-63)an lowa class battleship, was the third ship of the United Stdtas/ United States
Navyto be named after théJ.S. stateof Missouri Missouriwas the last battleship commissioned by the Unite
States and is best remembered as the site ofgheender of the Empire of Japawhich ended/Norld War I

Missouriwas ordered in 1940 and commissioned in June 1944. In the Pacific Theatre of World War Il §
fought in the battles of lwo Jima and Okinawa and shelled the Japanese home islandshé dberght in the
Korean War (1950953). She was decommissioned irb39nto the US Navy Reserve Fleets (the "Mothball
Fleet"), but reactivated and modernized in 1984 as part of the€0p plan on President Reagan, and providé
fire support during Operation Desert Storm (January/February 1991).

Missourireceived a total of 11 battle stars for service in World War |l, Korea, and the Persian Gulf, and
finally decommissioned on March 311992 after serving a total of 17 years of active service, but remained @
the Naval Vessel Register until her namesvstruck in January 1995. In 1998, she was donated to the USS
MissouriMemorial Association and became a museum ship at Pearl Harbour.
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70" Anniversary ofthe start of the Korean War

In Jundhis year, Australia commemorated the seventieth anniversary of the start of the Korea War.

A mere five years after
Second World War ended,
Australia became involved in the
Korean War. The Royal Australian
Navy (RAN), Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF), and the Australian
Army became involved soon after
the war began and would serve
for the next tiree years in the
defence of South Korea.

The origins of the Korean War
stem back to the end of the
Second World War, when the
Allies were entrusted with
control of the Korean peninsula
following 35 years of Japanese
occupation. The United States
and the ®viet Union accepted
mutual responsibility for the
country, with the Soviets taking
control north of the 38th Parallel
and the Americans taking the
south. Over the next few years,
the Soviet Union fostered a
communist government under
Kim tSung and the B supported
the provisional government in
the south, headed by
Syngman Rhee. By 1950
tensions between the two
zones had risen to the point
that two increasingly hostile
armies had built up along the
38th Parallel.

In the predawn hours of
25 June 1950 th&orean
t S2LJ SQa ! Ny
launched a massive offensivg
across the 38th Parallel into
South Korea. They drove the
wSLIdzot A0 2F {
(ROK) forces down the
peninsula, capturing the
capital, Seoul, within a week
South Korean and hastily
deployed Urted States Army
units fought delaying actions

as they were forced further down
the Korean peninsula, which
allowed defensive positions to be
set up around the port city of
Pusan.

2 A0KAY (g2
beginning, US President Harry S.
Truman committel US navy and
air force units to aid South Korea.
Australia became the second
nation to commit personnel from
all three armed services to the
war with Prime Minister Robert
aSyTAsSa O2YYAGGS
RAN assets to the Korean War on
28 June, followed seval days
later by No. 77 Squadron. It
gl ayQia dzyiaft
was committed to ground
operations in Korea.

By the end of June, Truman
had authorised US ground forces
to be deployed to the peninsula.
The United Nations Security
Council asked its nmebers to
assist in repelling the North
Korean invasion. The Security

H C

Map o Korea

Council was aided by Russia
boycotting the UN over its lack of
recognition of the communist
Chinese government. With the
Russian delegate absent and

R & &unable to Vieto Sny cesoNIrE

the UNwas able to act decisively
and commit forces from willing
nations to the aid of South Korea.
In all, 21 nations committed
troops, ships, aircraft, and
medical units to the defence of
South Korea.

R Australid, With itsAconna
itment to the British Common
wealth Occupation Force in
Japan, had two readily de
Yoyabte RANKvEsEels cHMASY
Shoalhaverand HMAS®ataan
(which was on its way to Japan to
relieveShoalhave) as well as

No. 77 Squadron, RAAF. The 3rd
Battalion, Royal Australian
Regiment (3RAR) was also
available, although understrength
and ilkprepared for a combat
deployment.




On 1 July HMABataanand calling for volunteers to serve a was taken on strength of the
HMASShoalhaveteft Japanese three-year period in the army, British 27th Brigade, joining the 1st
waters escorting US troop ships to including a year in Korea. In early Battalion, Argyll and Southerland
Pusan. Théollowing day, No. 77 September, Lieutenant Colonel Highlanders, and 1st Battalion,

Squadron, led by Wing Comm Charles Green took command of  Middlesex Rgiment. The brigade
ander Lou Spence, flew the first  the battalion and put his men was renamed the 27th

ground support operations over through an intensivéraining Commonwealth Brigade to reflect
Korea, becoming the first British ~ program. its Antipodean addition.
Commonwealth and United In a brilliant master stroke,

Nations unit to see actioninthe  General MacArthur _ ‘
Korean War. Over the next few landed marines g g %
weeks, No. 77 Squaain flew of the 1st Marine

numerous sorties against KPA Division at Inchon on
forces and, along with other allied 15 September. Two
air units, greatly assisted in slowing days later South

the North Korean advance. Korean US and British
In mid-July General Douglas  troops took part in the
MacArthur was appointed breakout from the

Supreme Commander of United  Pusan perimeter. One
Nations forces in Korea and wastedweek later Seoul had

no time in requesting the been recaptured and

deployment of 3RAR to the UN units began their

peninsula. The Australian advance towards the

government agreed but stipulated North Korean border.

that the battalion would deploy On 27 September
only when fully ready. The 3RAR embarked from
battalion was brought up to Kure, Japan, and

strength over the nexsix weeks arrived at Pusan the
with reinforcements fronK Force, next morning. The
an Australian government initiative Australian battalion

. o | YT
Lt Col. Charles Green
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Members, thereisnotalotto . S yQa dal 22 NJ { YA (DHeQarestriciiandNdh Aok 2 NE
report for this Spring edition.Once I YR (1 KS al NHI NXB {employBes éntirig #he Building
the restrictions were partially lifted LJ2 NJINJF A G 2 F &2 S| dit@ve hdvelbgdn frable to view
and the clubs and pubs could open painted on a hospital stretcher progress on the old club house and
again, we were able to proceed Our club purchased the other museum space, so no update
with the art exhibition inreallife. 02 YYSY RSR LJ Ay { Atfefe. ThebNiklingtc@nyhitde irk Q &
This was much to the relief of G¢KS ¢St SANI YE | hopefultoakife ndpection in the
Merrylands RSIThe exhibitonwas a SI 4§ OKSY Q& LJ2 NI Nihiddié of BépterabercBitNidere St S

a resounding success both actually2 I NJ ! NI A &d ¢ o are no guarantees that will go

and virtually. Merrylands We were of course not able to ahead. Ouprogress meetings have
purchased one of the highly commemorate the battle of Lone  been via Zoom and Teams with the
commended paintings Deirdre Pine this year. usual technical issues.
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ANZAC DAY IN PAPEETE

By Colin Randall, President, Friends of Australia Association,Hrahith Polynesia.

Anzac Days commemorated
each year in TahijtFrench
Polynesiawith locally based
Australians and New Zealanders
overseeing the major event at
the gravesides of an Australian
and New Zealand soldier from
WWI.

The Australian soldiePrivate
Robert William Fuhrstrorfrom
Main Lead, Victoria, joinetthe
58th Battalion andought in
France where he caught trench
pneumonia. After several stays in
hospitals in Scotland, he was
being repatriated to Australia
when he passed away on board
the hospital shigMarathonin
PapeeteHarbour on May 29,
1918.

The New Zealander soldier,
Caporal Roy John Leslief the
New Zealand Field Artillery
survived Gallipoli and then fought
on the western front where he
was wounded. He was being
repatriated to New Zealand on a
hospital ship when he died in
Papeete on September 5, 1917.

The French governor based
in Tahiti, provided the grave
sites for both sldiers in the
military section of the Uranie
Cementery in Papeete,
promising the graves would be
looked after by the locals.

The honorary consuls for
Australia and New Zealand
alternate as the organiser of
ANZAC Day in Tahiti. The Frenc!
military providethe guard of .
honour and the head chaplain
for the French Military in the
Pacific leads the service. French
military veterans also provide
flag bearers for the service.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEM 0 RIAL

In recent years the Friends of
Australia Association has assisted
in translation for theservice
while also laying a wreath on the
Australian grave.

In 2015, on the centenary of
the ANZAC landing, the Rotary
Club of Tahiti organised for the
relatives of the two soldiers to
attend the ceremony. An ex
hibition was also organised.

In 2018 Captai Bernadette
Kerrigan (Army Reserve retired)
laid a wreath on behalf of the
RSL.

In Tahiti, since September
2014, numerous events have paid
tribute to World War One and
ensure that future generations
never forget that Papeete was
bombed on September 22, 19
by the German armoured cruisers
SMSScharnhorsand SMS
Gneisenau.

They entered Papeete port
and sank the French gunboat
Zele& | 1S@& (2

defence and the freighter
Walkirebefore bombarding the
town's fortifications. French
shore batteres and a gunboat
resisted the German intrusion
but were greatly outgunned. The
main German objective was to
seize the coal piles stored on the
island, but these were destroyed
by the French at the start of the
action.

The German vessels were
largely undamaged. Several of
Papeete's buildings were
destroyed and the town's
economy was severely disrupted.
The main strategic consequence
of the engagement was the
disclosure of the cruisers’
positions to the British Admiralty.

The depletion of
Scharnhorss andGneisenals
ammunition at Papeete also
contributed to their subsequent
destruction at the Battle of the
Falklands the following
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The grave on 29 May 1918 at the time of the burial of RoberiawiilFuhrstom
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