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Dean Albert Talbot 

Darren Mitchell, a commemorations and war memorials specialist, delivered the annual Lone Pine Address at the 
Gallipoli Club on Monday, August 7 this year on the life and achievements of the Anglican Dean of St Andrews Cathedral, 
Albert Talbot. He was the chaplain who travelled with the first soldiers to depart from Sydney in World War One and on 
his return led commemorations for those who served and died. 

The article is based on the speech by Darren Mitchell with additions from the Australian Dictionary of 

Biography and other historic sources. 
 

 

                                 

British born Albert Talbot DD MA was a 

graduate of Cambridge University who became 

a Deacon in 1905. He was ordained the 

following year and allocated to a working class 

Midlands parish where his liberal views were 

reinforced. 

In 1912 Talbot was appointed Dean and 

Archdeacon of Sydney. He was a vigorous 

worker and a powerful preacher. 

At the outbreak of war he enlisted in the 

Australian Imperial Force as senior Anglican 

chaplain. His fiancé, Adrienne Elizabeth Vert, 

hurried to Australia from England and they 

were married in St Andrew's Cathedral in 

September 5, 1914. 

Driving to their honeymoon destination at 

Cronulla, he dropped into a military camp on 

the way. The following month he left with the 

Third Battalion for Egypt and was at the 

Gallipoli landing. 

On Gallipoli he developed a strong rapport with 

the troops and demonstrated his ecumenism. 

His dug-out chapel was between the Battalion 

Parade Ground and the front line. The hymn 

books were supplied by Charles Bean’s brother. 

Talbot set up a choir.  Talbot was wounded at 

Lone Pine and once that battle was over, 11 of 

his 12 choristers were dead. 

On August 8 he buried eight soldiers including 

his fellow Sydney clergyman, Second 

Lieutenant Everard Digges La Touche. 

On August 11, the injured Talbot was 

evacuated to hospital. He returned to Australia 

in February 1916.  

A soldier’s diary now held by the Australian War 

Memorial stated, ‘it was a very impressive 

service.  The Dean of Sydney, Albert Talbot 

was in full regalia and the communicants knelt 

out in the open air, the hymn singing sounded  

very solemn and impressive.  It must have 

carried to the Turkish trenches.’                      

Albert was demobilised in March. He conducted 

the first Anzac anniversary service in Sydney 

on April 25 1916.  

On that day fund raising began for the Anzac 

Memorial that was opened 18 years later in 

Hyde Park with Talbot involved during those 

years. 

The initial Anzac commemoration services were 

held at lunch time to allow workers to attend 

as there was no Anzac Day holiday at the time. 

Later Dawn Services were introduced to mark 

the time of the landing plus the symbolic start 

of a new day. 

He soon succeeded newspaper proprietor and 

showman, Hugh McIntosh as President of the 

Returned Soldiers' Association (later the RSL) 

after McIntosh stood down amid criticism that 

the position belonged to a returned soldier. 

The Association was in turmoil, with Talbot 

becoming its fourth President in a 12 month 

period during which some meetings had 

ended in fisticuffs. 

Talbot calmed matters down and steadied the 

organisation. 

 

Albert Talbot in his Dug-out Chapel at Gallipoli 
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Talbot’s opposition to government policy 

during the 1917 strikes fuelled Protestant 

suspicion. Talbot was no firebrand. He merely 

saw the Church as the mediator in a disjointed 

society. Suggestions that he should step down 

were not carried through. 

When the war ended on November 11 1918, 

Talbot was involved with the organising of the 

Thanksgiving Service in The Domain which  

newspaper reports said was attended by 

250,000 people.  

Talbot retained his connection with the 

Australian Military Forces until 1933. 

Talbot was involved with planning and fund 

raising for many veterans causes including the  

Cenotaph in Martin Place. 

The Cenotaph was built by stonemasons 

working on the Sydney Harbor Bridge, and 

dedicated on August 8, 1927. When statues of 

servicemen were added to the structure in 

1929, Dean Talbot conducted the service to 

mark the completion.  

He was also involved in building the ANZAC 

Memorial at the southern extremity of Hyde  

Park. It was completed in 1934 as Sydney’s 

main commemorative military monument. It 

was designed by C. Bruce Dellit with the 

exterior adorned with monumental figural 

reliefs and sculptures by Rayner Hoff. It was 

opened on November 24, 1934 by His Royal 

Highness Prince Henry, Duke of Gloucester.

                                           Cenotaph, Martin Place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anzac War Memorial Hyde Park 

 

THE GALLIPOLI MEMORIAL CLUB CREED 
WE BELIEVE…. 
that within the community there exists an obligation for all to preserve the special qualities of loyalty, respect, 
love of country, courage and comradeship which were personified by the heroes of the Gallipoli Campaign and 
bequeathed to all humanity as a foundation for perpetual peace and universal freedom 
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Editorial…………. 
 

 
This edition has a diverse offering which began with 
research into the colonial contingents from New 
South Wales that served in the Boer War. When the 
call to arms rang out across the British Empire, the 
Australian colonies answered.  
By the time the war ended the colonies had formed 
the new nation of Australia, and so the last 
contingents became the first to fight in the name of 
the new nation. 
One name that kept cropping up was “Albany” the 
now quiet port nestled in a protective harbour on the 
south-western tip of Australia. So that became our 
next point of research.  
In the past 120 years, for most Australians who have 
fought in overseas wars, that port was the last and 
first part of Australia they saw on their way to and 
from war zones. The individual colonial troops met 
there to form convoys for the Boer War and after 
Federation ships from the same state capitals also 
rendezvoused at Albany to combine as Australian  

 
contingents. Those contingents did not just include 
young men heading off to the adventure of war, but 
also a number of nursing corps that volunteered to 
assist. We read of Matron Nellie Gould and her 
contingent of nurses who joined a convoy. 
Columnist Bruce McEwan looks at the weapons used 
by the foot soldiers from the Boer War and in the half 
century thereafter, with the Lee-Enfield .303 the 
mainstay. 
Our cover story is about the young English Anglican 
priest, Albert Talbot, who accepted the post of Dean 
of St Andrews Cathedral, Sydney. This article is based 
on the speech by Darren Mitchell delivered at the 
Club on August 7 when we commemorated the 102nd 
anniversary of the Battle of Lone Pine. This brave 
cleric headed to World War One with the first NSW 
soldiers. He conducted church services at Gallipoli as 
shells exploded around. On his return he ensured the 
men of Gallipoli and all other campaigns over those 
four years were never forgotten. 

 

 

 

Lone Pine Night 
 

The 102nd anniversary of the Battle of Lone Pine on the Gallipoli Peninsula was commemorated at the Gallipoli 

Club on Monday, August 7. 

The Club President John Robertson welcomed more than 

30 club members to the commemoration to hear the 

address by Darren Mitchell who is a commemorations and 

war memorials specialist.  

Darren serves on a number of commemoration and 

memorial committees including the Anzac Day Dawn 

Service Trust (Sydney), the Guardians of the Korean War 

Memorial Committee, the Battle for Australia Association 

Committee (NSW), the Cowra Japanese Garden and 

Cultural Centre, and the Bradleys Head Memorial Precinct 

Committee.  

Darren is also undertaking doctoral research in the 

University of Sydney’s Department of History into the 

origins of Anzac commemoration practices, including the 

Dawn Service tradition. 

The Club also welcomed the Turkish Consul to Sydney, Mrs 

Elis Arzu Kutlu  and the State Vice President – Metropolitan 

of the NSW RSL, Ray James and his wife Pauline. 

       
           The Ode of Remembrance was delivered by  

              Club Senior Vice President, David Ford. 
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Darren Mitchell advised in his Lone Pine speech that the first memorial to soldiers who fought at Gallipoli was built in 

the parklands of the City of Adelaide on the site of a 1914 Training Camp. 

The “Australasian Soldiers Dardanelles Cenotaph” was unveiled on September 7, 1915, amid a grove of wattle trees while 

fighting was still underway in Turkey.

 

Arthur Watson and Jan Hartmann of the Gallipoli 
Scholarship Program at the Lone Pine 

Commemoration 

 

Mrs Elis Arzu Kutlu, the Turkish Consul, talking with 

John Brogan, Club Treasurer after the Lone Pine 

address 

 



6 
 

Gallipoli: Probably the First Major Battle in the Industrial War Era 

By Bruce McEwan 

Gallipoli was possibly the earliest battle of the world’s first “Industrial War” where mass conscription and factory 
arms production were applied to warfare on a gigantic scale for the first time.  

“Industrial warfare” is the term used to describe the methods used to empower nations in conflicts since the start 

of the Industrial Revolution to the beginning of the Nuclear Age enabling them to create and equip large armies, 

navies and air forces through the application of technology, industrial engineering and mass production 

methodologies. 

The era featured citizen armies instead of career 
soldiers, fast mass transportation (by rail,  sea and 
air), the advent of telegraph and wireless 
communications, and the application of total 
technological warfare. 
In prior conflicts, rifles such as the British standard 
infantry issue Martini Henry were made by teams 
of gunsmiths. This single-shot rifle was hand 
loaded but the Lee Enfield that replaced it was 
breech loaded, had a ten-shot magazine that could 
be recharged quickly with a clip. The Lee Enfield 
offered a vastly increased  rate of very accurate fire 
using high-velocity ammunition. 
Components for the Lee Enfield often were made 
in different munitions factories (usually by hastily-
trained female machine operators)  for later 
assembly by fitters and turners. For example, the 
town of Mudgee had plants making Lee Enfield  

bolts, sights and other parts for assembly in 
Lithgow at the Small Arms Factory. 
At the same time, powerful breech-loaded, rifled 
bore artillery replaced muzzle-loaded cannons, 
chemical weapons like mustard gas were 
introduced and armored  vehicles, metal warships, 
submarines, and aircraft became important 
military tools. 
The concept of total war was initially developed by 
Germany in WWI. This meant the total mobilization 
and subordination of all resources, including policy 
and social systems, to the Nation’s war effort. 
Subsequently, it came to mean waging warfare 
with absolute ruthlessness, and the targeting of 
civilians and civilian infrastructure to affect an 
enemy's ability to engage in war. 
An industrialized nation could distinguish and then 
choose the intensity of warfare that it wished to 

 

The Lee Enfield Rifle or the three-o-three is a bolt action, magazine fed repeating rifle that was the 

main firearm used by British-allied military forces the first half of the 20th century. It was the British Army’s 

standard rifle from its official adoption in 1895 until 1957 with 17-million made. The designer was James Paris 

Lee at the British Government’s Royal Small Arms factory at Enfield in North London. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrialization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rail_transport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sealift
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airlift
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telegraph
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wireless_communication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wireless_communication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Total_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Total_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repeating_rifle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_weapons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armoured_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ironclad_warship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_effort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civilian
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The Vickers machine gun or Vickers gun is a name primarily used to refer to the water cooled .303 machine gun 
produced by Vickers Limited, originally for the British Army. 
The gun typically required a six to eight-man team to operate: one fired, one fed the ammunition, the rest helped to 
carry the weapon, its ammunition and spare parts.[1] It was in service from before the First World War until the 
1960s, with air-cooled versions of it on many allied fighter aircraft in WW1. 
The weapon had a reputation for great solidity and reliability. Ian Hogg, in Weapons & War Machines, describes an 
action that took place in August 1916, during which the British 100th Company of the Machine Gun Corps fired their 
ten Vickers guns continuously for twelve hours. Using 100 barrels, they fired a million rounds without a failure.  

 

engage in. This included mechanized weaponry 
and equipment and detailed logistics because 
invading forces could no longer be expected to live 
off the land and now engine fuel and tactical 
supplies were essential components to success in 
battle. 
Additionally, a support network of civilians and 
privately-funded armaments production was 
essential behind the lines. This made the 
commitment of the home front critical.  Activities 
like propaganda became useful for boosting 
production and maintaining morale. Then food and 
consumables rationing was introduced to support 
the war effort. 
Conscription, particularly when the combatants 
are being sent to foreign lands that do not directly 
affect the security of the nation involved, has been 
a highly contentious policy in democracies. In 
Australia and New Zealand, during World War I, 
there were bitter political disputes over 
conscription and both South Africa and Australia 
put limits on where conscripts could fight in WWII. 
Additionally, there were mass protests against 

using conscripts in the Vietnam War in the late 
1960s. 
In most developed nations, the increasing 
application of technological firepower and trained 
professional fighting forces, as well as the apparent 
tactical abandonment of a conventional military 
assault following the Vietnam War, it would seem 
that mass conscription is unlikely in future 
conflicts. 
Motorized transport has made it unnecessary for 
personnel to march or ride in horse-drawn wagons 
to war. The ANZACs’ invasion of Gallipoli was 
facilitated by ships that dumped them at the front 
line, after that, apart from a few donkeys and pack 
horses they had little mechanized support. 
Machineguns became critical to success in trench 
fighting because of the substantial firepower they 
offer. Belt-fed and magazine-fed weapons 
proliferated on both sides through industrialized 
applications. Allied and enemy designers and 
factories maintained a steady supply to both 
fronts. Some, like the water cooled Vickers  
Machinegun,  had an impressive, sustainable rate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Home_front
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Propaganda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rationing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
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The Lewis gun (or Lewis automatic machine gun or Lewis automatic rifle), invented by U.S. Army colonel Isaac 
Newton Lewis in 1911, based on initial work by Samuel Maclean was a First World War-era light machine gun of US 
design that was perfected and mass-produced in the United Kingdom, and widely used by British and British 
Empire troops during the war. With its distinctive barrel cooling shroud and top-mounted pan magazine, the Lewis 
served to the end of the Korean War. It was also widely used as an aircraft machine gun, almost always with the 
cooling shroud removed, during both world wars. 
While U.S in origins, the US military rejected it initially, most likely because of political differences between Lewis 
and General William Crozier, the chief of the Ordnance Department.[3] Frustrated, Lewis retired from the army and 
moved to Belgium, where he established the Armes Automatique Lewis company in Liège to facilitate commercial 
production of the gun. Lewis had been working closely with British arms manufacturer the Birmingham Small Arms 
Company Limited (BSA) in an effort to overcome some of the production difficulties of the weapon.[2] The Belgians 
bought a small number of Lewises in 1913, using the .303 British round and, in 1914, BSA purchased a licence to 
manufacture the Lewis machine gun in England, which resulted in Col. Lewis receiving significant royalties. Lewis 
and his factory moved to England before 1914, away from possible seizure in the event of a German invasion.  

 

of fire that was essential in combatting enemy 
charges. 
The American-designed Lewis machinegun was air-
cooled, lighter and easier to operate and was still 
in active service in WWII. Germany’s main 
machinegun, the Maxim, used at Gallipoli by the 
Turks, was also an American-designed and 
developed invention. 
Industrialization of war also saw the perfecting of 
the British-designed shrapnel shell in WWI. Fused 
artillery shells filled with explosive material and 
“shrapnel” (either lead balls or fragments of the 
containing steel casing) were exploded over 
trenches and advancing troops with terrible effect 
by both sides. The jagged pieces of the steel or iron 
shell casing created awful wounds that could not 
be defended against by infantrymen. Even the fuse 
mechanism itself became “shrapnel” (I have a 
German-made nosecone timing device from a 
Turkish shell that my father, Sergeant W.O. 
McEwan of the 6th Light Horse, brought back from 
Gallipoli in 1918. He also had another, unwanted, 
souvenir – a deep, dark scar from a piece of 
shrapnel removed from his badly infected leg at a 
field hospital on the Greek island of Lemnos -- near 
the entrance to the Dardanelles.) 
To all intents and purposes, industrialized warfare 
ended with WWII because, since then, no industrial 
nations have fought a large, decisive war, due to 
the advent of the nuclear weapons that are so 

destructive that victory would offer no benefits. 
The fighting of a major war where nuclear weapons 
are employed would take but minutes not years to 
resolve.  
Unfortunately, nuclear weapons can be developed 
and maintained with relatively modest defence 
budgets. 
This is why the United States and the rest of the 
world reacts fiercely when rogue nations such as 
Iran and North Korea develop nuclear devices and 
the capability to deliver them. 
The Cold War standoff between the Western 
World and the Soviet Union, which involved 
thousands of nuclear weapons being aimed at each 
side by the other became known as Mutually 
Assured Destruction (MAD) -- the idea that a 
nuclear attack by one superpower would result in 
nuclear counter-strike by the other would result in 
hundreds of millions of deaths and the destruction 
of all the combatants.  
Instead, they became involved, even until today, in 
proxy wars, military buildups, and diplomatic 
standoffs. 
In proxy wars, each superpower supports its 
respective allies in conflicts with forces aligned 
with the other superpower, such as in the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War, the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan and the US invasion of Iraq. Australian 
forces have been, and are still, willing participants 
in proxy conflicts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_World
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_World
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutually_assured_destruction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutually_assured_destruction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proxy_wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_invasion_of_Afghanistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_invasion_of_Afghanistan
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RESTAURANT TRADING HOURS 

Dumpling Bar @ Loftus (Ground Floor) 12 Loftus St, Sydney 
Phone:  9247 6350   Email: dumplingbaratloftus@gmail.com 

OPEN EVERYDAY:  12.00 noon - 9.00pm 
(THURSDAY & FRIDAY: Open -10.00pm) 

North Ocean Chinese Restaurant (1st Floor) 12 Loftus St, Sydney 
Phone:  9247 9450 

LUNCH:  MONDAY - FRIDAY 12 Noon - 3.00pm 
DINNER:  MONDAY – SUNDAY 5.00PM - 9.00PM 

Friday Open till 10.00pm 

 

THE GALLIPOLI MEMORIAL CLUB LIMITED 
Patron:  
Major General Arthur Fittock AO                                                                                                                                                                       
 

Board of Directors: 
 

President:   John Robertson 
Senior Vice President:   David Ford 
Junior Vice President:   Ted Codd 
Hon. Treasurer: John Brogan 
 

Directors: 
 

Stephen Ware, Glenn Tetley, Scott Heathwood, Andrew Condon, Marc Higgins 
 

Editor: Bob Lawrence 
Secretary Manager:  Margaret Brown 

 

Club Ph:  9235 1533  Fax: 9235 1582 
Email: info@gallipoli.com.au 

www.gallipoli.com.au 

 

 

The Martini-Henry was a breech-loading single shot lever-actuated rifle used by the British Army from 1871. 

It combined the dropping-block action first developed by the American Henry O. Peabody and improved by 

the Swiss designer Friedrich von Martini, combined with the polygonal barrel rifling designed by Scotsman 

Alexander Henry. 

Martini–Henry variants were used throughout the Empire for 30 years.  

mailto:dumplingbaratloftus@gmail.com
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NSW Contingents that fought in the Boer war 

Soldiers and nurses from New South Wales travelled in various waves to South Africa to fight in the war. 

‘A’ Squadron was the first draft from the New 

South Wales Mounted Rifles to be sent as part of 

the colony's initial contingent to South Africa. ‘A’ 

Squadron was raised as a Mounted Rifle Squadron, 

and it initially consisted of four officers and 100 

other ranks, described as "especially smart men; 

good shots and daring riders". They took 104 

horses away with them. 

They left Sydney on November 3, 1899, on board 

the transport ship Aberdeen, with the New South 

Wales Infantry Company. Aberdeen reached Cape 

Town, South Africa, on December 6 and 

disembarked the next day. Shortly after their 

departure, another draft of 25 sergeants and men, 

and 25 horses, reinforced the squadron. While in 

South Africa, ‘A’ Squadron was also joined by a 

medical officer and another six men who enrolled 

in the unit. 

Upon its arrival in South Africa, the New South 

Wales Infantry Company was converted to 

mounted rifle squadron. In March 1900, ‘A’ 

Squadron and the New South Wales Infantry 

Company, subsequently named ‘E’ Squadron, were 

absorbed into the 1st Regiment, New South Wales 

Mounted Rifles, which had been sent to South 

Africa as part of the second contingent from New 

South Wales. 

After a year of service in South Africa, operating in 

the north-west Cape Colony, the Free State, and 

the Transvaal, ‘A’ and ‘E’ Squadrons returned to 

Australia with the rest of the regiment on board 

the transport Orient. Orient left Cape Town on 

December 13, 1900 and reached Sydney via Albany 

and Melbourne. The squadrons disembarked on 

January 8, 1901. 

The 2nd Regiment of the New South Wales 

Mounted Rifles was established in Sydney, along 

the same lines as the 1st Mounted Rifles, which was 

then still serving in South Africa. The 2nd Mounted 

Rifles consisted of five mounted rifle squadrons 

but, unlike the 1st Mounted Rifles, also had a 

machine gun section. The preference for recruits 

was for trained men who were "good shots and 

riders". They needed to be between the ages of 20 

and 40, 5 foot 6 inches or taller, and have a chest 

measurement of 34 inches or larger. 

The regiment left Sydney in March 1901 as part of 

the fifth contingent sent by New South Wales to 

the war. The regiment numbered 33 officers and 

673 other ranks, with 700 horses. They 

disembarked at Port Elizabeth, South Africa, on 

April 17. 

From April to October the regiment served in west 

Transvaal, under the command of Major General 

Fetherstonhaugh, where they were involved in a 

number of operations, the principal being the 

capture of a large Boer convoy in May. The 

regiment subsequently captured another Boer 

convey of 106 wagons carrying supplies, 

ammunition, and a large number of cattle. Still 

under Fetherstonhaugh's command, from October 

the regiment served in east Transvaal, where 1,000 

prisoners were captured. 

On May 4, 1902 the regiment embarked at Cape 

Town for the return voyage to Australia, stopping 

at Albany and Melbourne, before reaching Sydney 

on 4 June. 

The 3rd Regiment of the New South Wales 

Mounted Rifles was established in Sydney along 

the same lines as the two previous regiments. The 

3rd Mounted Rifles consisted of five mounted rifle 

squadrons and a machine gun section. The 

preference for recruits was for trained men who 

were "good shots and riders".  

Regimental strength was 37 officers and 980 other 

ranks, with 1,000 horses. Nearly all of the officers 

had previously served in South Africa. The 3rd 

Mounted Rifles was the sixth and final contingent 

sent by New South Wales to the war. 

The regiment travelled to South Africa in three 

groups: ‘B’ and ‘D’ Squadrons were the first to 

leave Australia, sailing from Sydney on March 15, 

on board the transport Maplemore; ‘A’, ‘C’, and ‘E’ 

Squadrons, and the regimental staff, followed six 

days later on the British Princess.  

The machine gun section also left on March 21, 

travelling on the transport Ranee. ‘B’ and ‘D 

‘Squadrons disembarked at Port Elizabeth on April 

12, while the rest of the regiment disembarked at 

Durban later in April. Another draft was also sent 

from Australia to reinforce the regiment. These 

men travelled on board the Antillian, leaving  
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Sydney on April 5 and arriving at Durban on May 

12.  

From May 1901 to April 1902 the regiment served 

in the eastern Transvaal and in eastern Orange 

Free, attached to Colonel Remington's column. In 

early 1902 it took part in several drives, the 

principal one being the Harrismith drive, which 

resulted in the capture of 251 prisoners, 26,000 

cattle, and 2,000 horses. In February 1902 the 

regiment was in action during the Boer 

breakthrough at Langverwacht.  

In May, the regiment embarked at Cape Town for 

Australia, reaching Sydney on June 3, after stops at 

Albany, Adelaide, and Melbourne. 

The New South Wales Infantry Company was the 

only infantry contingent sent from New South 

Wales to the Boer War. The contingent was raised 

from New South Wales's colonial infantry 

regiments, who were part-time soldiers, and three 

men from the Field Artillery, who were to work as 

transport drivers. The recruits had to be of "good 

character", between the ages of 20 and 40, and 

preferably unmarried and to have completed the 

previous year's musketry course, as either a 

"marksman or a first-class shot". The company 

consisted of five officers, 121 sergeants and other 

ranks, with a machine-gun, horse, and cart.  

The company left Sydney on board the Aberdeen 

on November 1899 along with ‘A’ Squadron, New 

South Wales Mount Rifles. They reached Cape 

Town on December 6, and disembarked the next 

day, where upon the company joined the First 

Australian Regiment. 

At the start of February 1900, while the company 

was at Naauwpoort, the unit was converted into a 

mounted rifles unit. Serving as part of Major 

General Clements' column, from February to 

March the unit took part in the relief of Colesberg 

and then, from March to April, in the advance on 

Bloemfontein. In April the unit joined General Ian 

Hamilton's column, as it advanced from 

Bloemfontein to Diamond Hill, in June. Already 

fighting as mounted unit, in May the company 

became ‘E’ Squadron of the 1st Regiment, New 

South Wales Mounted Rifles.  

The squadron continued to serve in the Orange 

Free State and Transvaal for the rest of the year. It 

was involved in actions around Bethlehem, 

Palmiet-fontein, Vredefort, and Lindeque Drift in 

July, and in the march to Pretoria, via Rustenburg, 

in August. Thereafter, it was involved in a number 

of operations and skirmishes in the northern 

Orange River Colony, at Witkoppies and Reitzburg, 

and in the capture of Potchefstroom. 

‘A’ and ‘E’ Squadrons returned to Australia with the 

rest of the regiment, on board the transport Orient. 

Orient left Cape Town on December 13 1900 and, 

following stops at Albany and Melbourne, reached 

Sydney on January 8, 1901. 

The unit's commander Captain (later Lieutenant 

General) James Gordon Legge continued in military 

service. During the First World War he raised the 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt General James Gordon Legge 

 

2nd Division and commanded it on the Western 

Front in 1916. Legge subsequently served as Chief 

of General Staff. 

The oldest permanent unit of the Australian army, 

"A" Field Battery also served in the Boer war. 

Before 1870 each of the major ports in colonial 

Australia were defended by the British garrison 

troops from the Royal Garrison Artillery. At the end 

of 1871 the Royal Garrison Artillery was withdrawn 

from the colony of New South Wales and the 

colonial government passed an act allowing for the 

raising of a Permanent Military Force to provide 

the coastal artillery. ‘A’ Battery, New South Wales 

Artillery, was formed in August 1871, and was 

trained and organised to replicate the Royal 

Artillery. In 1885 ‘A’ Battery was sent to the Sudan, 

as the New South Wales Battery, and 14 years later 

it was sent to the Boer War, as part of second 

contingent from New South Wales. 

http://cas.awm.gov.au/photograph/100140
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‘A’ Battery embarked for South Africa on 

December30, 1899, in the transport Warrigal. The 

battery numbered 177 men, consisting of seven 

officers and 170 other ranks, and 148 horses. Five 

men were veterans of the Sudan. The battery was 

equipped with six 15-pounder guns and was 

organised into three field sections with two guns 

each. In 1901 the first draft received 44 

reinforcements and another 19 horses. 

‘A’ Battery arrived in Cape Town on February 5, 

1900 and soon joined General Settle's column, 

which was clearing the districts of Prieska, 

Kenhardt, and Goodania, in the north-west of the 

Cape Colony.  

In December a section from battery joined Colonel 

Crabbe's column, operating in the Orange River. 

The battery remained with Crabbe until March 

1901, when it took part in the chase of the Boer 

leader De Wet, in the Hopetoun district, and was 

instrumental in the capture of De Wet's guns, north 

of Pompean Pan.  

Another part of the battery was attached to 

Colonel Grenfell's column, in the Graff Reinet 

district. While part of the battery was employed in 

the Cape Colony, the other part was used in the 

Transvaal, with Colonels Williams' and Remington's 

columns, operating against the Boer commandos. 

For most of its time in South Africa, the battery was 

split up and hardly served together as a complete 

unit. In October 1900 the battery's commander, 

Colonel S.C.U. Smith noted in his diary: "My battery 

now has its right section at Vryburg, its left at 

Prieska, and the centre here [Upington], thus 

covering a front of 360 miles." 

The battery served in South Africa for 18 months. 

On August 12, 1901 left Cape Town on board 

Harlech Castle. The voyage to Australia took a 

month and, after stops at Albany, Adelaide, and 

Melbourne, the ship reached Sydney on 

September 15. 

 

 

 

 
 

Nurses in the Boer war 
 

The involvement of Australian women as nurses in war began 

in 1898 with the formation of the Australian Nursing Service 

of New South Wales, from which sixty nurses served in The 

Boer War. In 1900, Matron Nellie Gould volunteered for the 

Boer War as superintendent of a contingent of NSW nurses. 

The original plan was to send twelve of the twenty four 
NSWANSR sisters under the command of Nellie Gould as Lady 
Superintendent. Two additional members were added prior to 
departure to make the total 14 after they had publicly 
threatened to pay their own way to South Africa. The New 
South Wales nurses departed Sydney on the SS Moravian with 
the 2nd NSW contingent on January 17, 1900: Arriving at Cape 
Town in February 1900, six went to the Base General Hospital 
(BGH) Wynberg, Cape Town, four to No 2 Stationary Hospital, 
East London, and four to the Field Hospital, Sterkstroom, 
serving with the NSW AMC. Following the advance from 
Bloemfontein they served at No 3 BGH, Kroonstad and No 2 
BSH, Johannesburg. In August 1900 four were at No 17 BSH, 
Middelburg, No 6 BGH, Johannesburg, and then No 25 BSH, 
Johannesburg, from September 1901 to February 1902, then 
at No 31 BSH, Ermelo. Nellie Gould was placed in charge of  Matron Nellie Gould, Sister Penelope Frater 
nursing for the whole of the Orange River District.   and Superintendent Julia Bligh during  
        the Boer War 
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ALBANY; Port of departure 
 
The port of Albany on the south western corner of Australia has played a significant role in Australian 

military history. 

Albany was initially the major port of the colony 

of Western Australia until Fremantle was 

developed as the port for Perth. In major 

conflicts in which Australia has participated 

Albany’s port infrastructure and position made it 

the obvious point of congregation for troop ships 

from all the capital cities. From there convoys of 

troops sailed to the Boer War and the First World 

War. 

When the individual colonies raised volunteer 

forces to fight for the British Empire, the Colonial 

Premiers agreed to ship the troops, horses and 

munitions initially to Albany so they could travel 

in convoy to the conflict. 

From when Britain took possession of southern 

Africa during the Napoleonic wars, the region 

had been shared between British colonies and 

independent republics of Dutch-Afrikaner 

settlers, called Boers. During the 19th century 

the two powers co-existed warily, although 

debate intensified on whether Britain or the 

Boers should control southern Africa. The 

argument flared in the first Boer War in 1880. 

The discovery of gold and diamonds in the Boer 

republics in the 1880s intensified rivalry. British 

imperial ambition and Boer independence 

caused more friction, which in 1899 provoked 

the Boers to attack in order to forestall what they 

saw as an impending British conquest. 

As part of the British Empire, the Australian 
colonies offered troops for the war in South 
Africa. Australians served in contingents raised 
by the six colonies or, from 1901, by the new 
Australian Commonwealth. For a variety of 
reasons many Australians also joined British or 
South African colonial units in South Africa: some 
were already in South Africa when the war broke 
out; others (including gold miners) either made

 Troops from the Australian colonies congregating on the jetty at Albany ahead of their embarkation for the 

 the Boer War. 
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their own way or joined local units after their 
enlistment in an Australian contingent ended. 
Recruiting was also done in Australia for units 
which already existed in South Africa, such as the 
Scottish Horse. 
Australians served mostly in mounted units 
formed in each colony before dispatch, or in 
South Africa itself. The Australian contribution 
took the form of five waves. The first were the 
contingents raised by the Australian colonies in 
response to the outbreak of war in 1899, which 
often drew heavily on the men in the militia of 
the colonial forces. These were the people who 
travelled from Albany to join military convoys to 
South Africa.  
The second were the bushmen contingents, 
which were recruited from more diverse sources 
and paid for by public subscription or the military 
philanthropy of wealthy individuals.  
The third were the imperial bushmen 
contingents, which were raised in ways similar to 
the preceding contingents, but paid for by the 
imperial government in London. Then there were  
the draft contingents, which  were raised  by the 

State governments after Federation on behalf of 
the new Commonwealth Government, which 
was as yet unable to do so.  
Finally, after Federation, and close to the end of 
the war, the Australian Commonwealth Horse 
contingents were raised by the new  
government. These contingents fought in both 
the British counter-offensive of 1900, which 
resulted in the capture of the Boer capitals, and 
in the long, weary guerrilla phases of the war 
which lasted until 1902.  
Albany was the first stop in Australia for many of 
the returning soldiers and nurses. 
In World War One, ships carrying the Australian 
Imperial Force and the New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force (later known collectively as 
ANZACs) to Egypt gathered at Albany in late 
October 1914.  
The first detachment departed in convoy on 
November 11, 1914, with a second detachment 
departing in late December 1914. Albany was the 
last place in Australia that these ANZACs saw. The 
Albany Anzac Peace Park and the Pier of 
Remembrance were dedicated in 2010, as a 
precursor to WW1 centenary commemorations. 
The First Australian and New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force Fleet (1st Detachment) 
comprised the escort vessels HMS Minotaur  of 
the Royal Navy's China Station, Japanese 
battlecruiser Ibuki the Australian cruisers 
Melbourne and Sydney, and the Royal New 
Zealand Squadron warships Pyramus, Psyche  
and Philomel. 
These warships protected a 38-strong convoy, 
consisting of the Australian troopships Hymettus, 
Geelong, Orvieto (which was fleet command 
vessel), Pera, Omrah, Clan Maccorquordale, 
Medic, Argyllshire, Shropshire, Karoo, Ascanius, 
Saldanha, Katuna, Euripides, Star of England, 
Star of Victoria, Port Lincoln, Wiltshire, Afric, 
Hororata, Morene, Rangatira, Suffolk, Benalla, 
Anglo-Egyptian, Armadale, Southern, and 
Militiades, plus the New Zealand transports 
Maunganui, Tahiti, Ruapehu, Orari, Limerick, Star 
of India, Hawke's Bay, Arawa, Athenic, and 
Waimana 
As Albany was the last place so many soldiers saw 
before they left, it has many memorials. The 
Desert Mounted Corps Memorial on top of 
Mount Clarence overlooking the bay is in 
memory of the dead of the Australian Light Horse 
Brigade, the   New Zealand Mounted

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Hymettus_(A1)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Geelong_(A2)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Orvieto_(A3)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Pera_(A4)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Omrah_(A5)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Clan_Maccorquordale_(A6)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Medic_(A7)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Argyllshire_(A8)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Shropshire_(A9)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Karroo_(A10)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Ascanius_(A11)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Saldanha_(A12)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Katuna_(A13)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Euripides_(A14)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Star_of_England_(A15)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Star_of_Victoria_(A16)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Port_Lincoln_(A17)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Wiltshire_(A18)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Afric_(A19)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Hororata_(A20)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Morere_(A21)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Rangatira_(A22)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Suffolk_(A23)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Benalla_(A24)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Anglo-Egyptian_(A25)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Armadale_(A26)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Southern_(A27)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMAT_Militiades_(A28)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMNZT_Maunganui_(NZ3)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Tahiti
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMNZT_Ruapehu_(NZ5)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMNZT_Orari_(NZ6)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMNZT_Limerick_(NZ7)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMNZT_Star_of_India_(NZ8)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMNZT_Star_of_India_(NZ8)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMNZT_Hawke%27s_Bay_(NZ9)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMNZT_Arawa_(NZ10)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMNZT_Athenic_(NZ11)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMNZT_Waimana_(NZ12)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desert_Mounted_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Clarence,_Western_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Light_Horse_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Light_Horse_Brigade
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Rifles Brigade, the Imperial Camel Corps and 
the Australian Flying Corps from 1916 to 
1918
The memorial consists of a statue of an 
Australian mounted soldier assisting a New 
Zealand soldier whose horse has been 
wounded, and a wall listing the groups 
commemorated.  
The first recorded Dawn Service was 
conducted by Anglican chaplain Arthur 
Earnest White (44th Battalion AIF) on April 
25, 1923 atop Mount Clarence, and has been 
held ever since with several thousand 
people participating each year. On the peak 
of the adjoining Mount Adelaide is the 
Princess Royal Fortress. It has gun 
emplacements, buildings and a collection of 
military memorabilia from the Boer War to 
recent combats. 
 

 

Statutory Entrance, Albany WA  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand_Mounted_Rifles_Brigade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Camel_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Flying_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mounted_infantry
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Arthur_Earnest_White&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Arthur_Earnest_White&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princess_Royal_Fortress
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The contribution of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, 
president of Turkey from 1923 until 1938, is 
recognised by naming the entrance into Princess 

Royal Harbour as Atatürk Entrance, and there is 
a monument to him overlooking the entrance on 
the Marine Drive walking trail. 

Ataturk Memorial at Albany 

In 2014 the centenary of the troops leaving Albany was commemorated. Approximately 40,000 people, including 
the Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott and New Zealand Prime Minister John Key, marked the occasion by 
attending Albany ceremonies.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mustafa_Kemal_Atat%C3%BCrk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Abbott
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Key
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