
 

DŀƭƭƛǇƻƭƛ !Ǌǘ tǊƛȊŜ нлно 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sydney artist Andrew Tomkins has won the 2023 
Gallipoli Art Prize for his work wŀȅΩǎ wƻƻƳΣ a poig-
nant ǿƻǊƪ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ¦ƴŎƭŜ wŀȅΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  
 
ά!ǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ wŀȅΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ 
space. Raymond Tomkins was a participant in the 
battle of Slaters Knoll, Bougainville in 1945.  He went 
away a young man but returned a very different 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣέ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ¢ƻƳƪƛƴǎ said. 
 
άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ Řǳǘȅ άƧǳǎǘ Ǝƻǘ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘέΦ 
More often than not, the only support came from 

ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣέ ¢ƻƳƪƛƴǎ said. άwŀȅ ŘƛŘ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ, 
leading a productive life and supporting fellow 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦέ 
 
άLƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
treatment of our returned service personnel is a 
national disgrace.  The Royal Commission of 2022 is 
only the first step in finally providing the support 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ Ƨǳǎǘƭȅ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜΦέ 
 
¢ƻƳƪƛƴǎΩ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ƘŜ 
has developed over many years whereby he draws 
and then paints on to a translucent polyester sheet. 
He then hand-cuts around the shapes with a scalpel  
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ŀƴŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘŜƴŎƛƭΩ ƭƛƪŜ 
sheet, this forms a layer of the artwork.  

Lƴ ΨwŀȅΩǎ wƻƻƳΩ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭȅŜǎǘŜǊ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ 
approximately 25 mm away from the textured 
backboard, thus creating shadows and what 
¢ƻƳƪƛƴǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨƛƴŘŜǎŎǊƛōŀōƭŜ ǾƻƭǳƳŜΩ 
to the work.  
 
Andrew Tomkins is an acclaimed Australian 
artist who started painting at age 12 and has 
studied at the Julian Ashton School of Art. A 
ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊ ōȅ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ appreciation 
of the natural world and the environment 
combined with his passion for art has resulted 
in numerous art prizes including Winner of the 
inaugural Burwood Art Prize 2017. He has 
exhibited across Australia including Sydney 
Contemporary 2017-2019 and has also 
exhibited at Art Central Hong Kong 2018 and 
2019. Tomkins was selected to exhibit at the 
Beijing International Biennale at the National Art 
Museum in 2019 and his work is in the collection 
of the National Art Museum of China. 
 
Tomkins has been a finalist in the Gallipoli Art 
Prize four times and was Highly Commended by 
judges in нлнм ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ Ψ¢ƘŜ Dǳƴǎ CŜƭƭ {ƛƭŜƴǘΩ 
recounting the story of his Scottish mother who 
was based on the anti-aircraft guns overlooking 
the English Channel on D Day, June 6, 1944. 
 
The 2023 Gallipoli Art Prize judges highly com-
mended Richard Crossland fƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ Ψ24 
Days, Simpson and his donkeyΩ όǎŜŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ 
page) depicting Private Simpson who came to 

fame at Gallipoli for rescuing wounded men with 
a donkey. Simpson was killed by sniper fire after 
24 days at Gallipoli.  
 
Richard did not attend as he is in France on an art 
ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ōǳǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ άI deliberately wanted 
the painting to be ambiguous. Although Simpson 
must have been well aware of the danger he 
faced, I like to think he had the occasional 
moment to have a quick rest in the sun with his 
donkey in the days before he died. In most of the 
photos of Simpson, he had a smile on his face 
despite the conditions he worked in. The pair 
epitomized incredible courage, loyalty, and 
ŎƻƳǊŀŘŜǎƘƛǇΦέ 

Andrew Tomkin's 2021 entry 'The Guns fell Silent". 
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Club President, John Robertson, welcomed 
more than 100 guests to the announcement 
in The Rocks on Wednesday, April 19, 
including the Commercial Attache of the 
Turkish Consulate in Sydney, Yavuz Gokcayir. 
 
Now in its 18th year, the acquisitive $20,000 
Gallipoli Art Prize invited artists to respond 
openly to the broad themes of loyalty, 
respect, love of country, courage, 
comradeship, community, peace and 
freedom as expressed in the Gallipoli 
Memorial Club's creed (see box below). 
 
WǳŘƎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ tǊƛȊŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ 
by Jane Watters, Barry Pearce, Elizabeth 
Fortescue and John Robertson, representing 
the Gallipoli Memorial Club. Previous 
winners of the Gallipoli Art Prize include 
renowned artists Euan Macleod (2009), Idris 
Murphy (2014) and Jiawei Shen (2016).  
 
Celebrated botanical artist Deidre Bean won 
ǘƘŜ нлнн DŀƭƭƛǇƻƭƛ !Ǌǘ tǊƛȊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ΨAlong the 
ride to DamascusΩΣ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘǊƛŎŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ 
painting of a sword used by Australian Light Horse battalions in WWI. 
 

The 2023 Gallipoli Art Prize will be on exhibition at 6-8 Atherden Street, The Rocks from 20 April to 14 
May,2023. To view the works online visit  www.gallipoliartprize.org.au 
 

 

THE GALLIPOLI MEMORIAL CLUB CREED 
 

We believe that within the community there exists an obligation for all to preserve the special qualities of loyalty, 
respect, love of country, courage and comradeship which were personified by the heroes of the Gallipoli Campaign 
and bequeathed to all humanity as a foundation for perpetual peace and universal freedom. 

"Northern Watch" by Penelope Oates 
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