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History of Australian Intelligence gathering
Revelations about the first target country of the intelligence gathering service of the new nation of Australia in
1901 surprised the audience at the Lone Pine Night in a riveting speech by, Dr John Fahey, that left the
audience wanting more information.
The Guest Speaker at the 2019
Gallipoli Club Lone Pine Night,
former British and Australian
Army Intelligence Officer, Dr John
Fahey, startled the audience by
advising that the first country the
new nation of Australian spied
against in 1901 was Great Britain.
He noted that this fact refutes
the widely accepted historical
view that Australia’s leaders were
subservient to Britain.
Dr Fahey said that the new
Australian administration decided
it could not trust Britain after it
sold out British interests in
Samoa in the 1890s to Germany
in return for Germany
withdrawing claims to all of the
Solomon Islands south of
Bougainville, ended its interest in
Tonga and ceded territory in
Africa to Britain.
The chief spymaster who
instigated the intelligence
gathering in Britain was Atlee
Arthur Hunt (1863-1945) who
had been private secretary to Sir
Edmund Barton before becoming,
in 1901, permanent head of the
Department of External Affairs to
which the Prime Minister’s office
was attached.
Australia became a separate
nation in 1901 at a time that
Britain was entrenched in a losing
battle against the Boers in South

Africa who were quietly being
assisted by Germany as part of
the rising German international
aggression. America, with its own
Pacific fleet, was the dominant
force in the Pacific after the
downsizing of the British Naval
presence in the region, Russia
was expanding its influence
eastwards to the Pacific through
naval build up at Vladivostok plus
construction of the TransSiberian Railway. Also, the
Japanese defences forces were
being upgraded as the nation’s
industrial revolution grew. China
was in internal revolt and France
was yet to recover from the years
of Napoleon III and the German
invasion of Paris, but did hold
territories in the Pacific.
In August 1901, Prime
Minister Edmund Barton,
through Hunt, sent Wilson le
Couteur to the New Hebrides,
as Australia's first spy, to
report information to the
Australian Commonwealth
Government while ensuring
the object of his visit
remained secret. Dr Fahey
said this was an emphatic
exercise of sovereign power
by a nation protecting its own
interests first.
Le Couteur was a Jerseyborn French interpreter with
wide and impressive networks

of contacts. During his visit Le
Couteur claimed to be an
employee of a shipping company
seeking copra, used in making
coconut oil.
On returning, Le Couteur
reported that the French were
set to overwhelm their British
counterparts (whom they
outnumbered 2:1) through the
gradual acquisition of land.
Still, Britain’s Colonial Office
did nothing, and when Barton
received no promise of action at
the Colonial Conference, his
attitude hardened. In 1903 he
refused the British suggestions of
a joint protectorate or partition,
and, urged the Colonial Office to
acquire the New Hebrides either
by purchase or treaty.

Dr John Fahey delivering the Lone Pine Address
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Editorial….
In this edition we feature the
Lone Pine Lecture by Dr John
Fahey on the history of Australian
Intelligence gathering with its
revelation as to the first country
we spied upon, which set guests
at the lecture back on their seats
with amazement. Dr Fahey told
us about the ongoing efforts
between the wars and during
World War Two and the
successes achieved in the Pacific
War.

We also hear about ‘The Kelly
Gang”, not a bunch of Victoria
bushrangers but an effective
fighting force in the rugged
terrain of Syria in the Second
World War.
Censorship during that war
meant that the Australian public
were not fully informed of the
loss of life and equipment plus
the damage inflicted by Japanese
raids on Northern Australia
from 1941 to 1943. We look in

detail at the real and significant
threat to Australia at that time
and the extent of losses. A
delightful side story on this
feature is about the laconic
Kimberly area beachcomber,
Diamond Jack Palmer.
Bruce McEwan provides
another inciteful story about the
Gallipoli campaign, noting that it
started off as an unsuccessful
naval campaign that then had to
be fought on land.
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When Japan sank the entire
Russian Pacific fleet in the RussoJapanese War of 1904, the Pacific
defence balance altered.
In Australia, the new Federal
administration took over defence
responsibilities in 1901, but as
Customs and Tariffs were their
main income source, defence
spending was tight. (Income Tax
was then a State levy).

World War One
In the early 1900s, German
agents were buying up arms in
the United States and supplying
them to nationalist leaders in
India though the neutral Dutch
East Indies (now Indonesia).
Dr Fahey says the Australian
Commonwealth Naval Board
(ACNB), concerned at this
German wartime presence closer
to home, set about countering
Germany with an agent of its
own.
He was Reginald Hockings,
from Brisbane, who owned the
Wanetta Pearling Company.
Hockings’ pearling operation out
of Thursday Island provided him
with both wealth and
international connections,
notably in the Dutch colonial
administration.
Hockings became, ‘a man
whose background and knowledge made him eminently
suitable for the role of intelligence officer operating in the
Netherlands East Indies,’
Dr Fahey said.
Wanetta Pearling had a
sophisticated radio network,
using the new AWA Simplex
Working Radio System, and a
crew of multi-lingual luggers that

included Malay and Indonesian
seafarers.
The ACNB tasked him with
travelling throughout the
archipelago, tracking people
suspected of involvement in the
secret German weapons trade.
"It was an entire espionage
organisation and it fell right into
the lap of the Australian Naval
Board, just as the need for such
an outfit became critical,"
Dr Fahey said.
"The organisation expended
considerable efforts in the
dangerous work of developing
sources among local police and
officials, and the domestic
servants of senior Dutch
officials."
Hockings assisted the ACNB in
combatting a series of plans
between 1914 and 1917 by
Indian nationalist groups to
attempt Pan-Indian rebellion
against the British Raj during
World War I, notably in
preventing the aging oil tanker,
SS Maverick running guns into
India.
Wanetta Pearling also
assisted in the search for the
Burns Philp ship Matunga that
was hi-jacked in August 1917 on
its way to Rabaul by the German
raider Wolf and 250 people
taken prisoner before the
Matunga was sunk.
Such was Atlee Hunt’s regard
for Hockings, that, after the war,
when Hockings fought for his
two assistants, Batcho Mingo
and Tommy Loban, to be granted
permanent residency in
Australia, both were granted
Alien Registration Certificates

which contravened the White
Australia Policy.
Dr Fahey was critical of Prime
Minister Billy Hughes for cutting
the budgets for intelligence
services after the war ended,
thereby destroying almost 20
years of intelligence gathering.
Dr Fahey did commend the
Royal Australian Navy for their
intelligence gathering which
continued. He said that by 1927,
the RAN had mapped the
movement of the entire Japanese
Navy. He said Australia was well
placed, geographically, to
monitor international radio
signals transmitted out of the
northern hemisphere. These
signals bounce off the ionosphere
and can be picked up here as
refracted transmissions. This
made Australia important in
intercepting long-range Japanese
diplomatic transmissions.
Monitoring of Japanese ship
movements was assisted by the
use of the New Guinea Administration’s yacht, SY Franklin.

Atlee Hunt (1864 - 1935)
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In 1927 General E. A. Wisdom,
Administrator of the Mandated
Territory of New Guinea agree to
allow the Franklin to be used for
signals interception operations
against the Japanese League of
Nations Mandated Territories on
the Northern Pacific from New
Guinea waters. These territories
were immediately north of New
Guinea, namely the islands that
are now part of Palua, Northern
Mariana Islands, Federated
States of Micronesia,
and Marshall Islands.
Franklin identified several
Japanese submarines and
tenders.

Harry Freame
By 1939 Japan's southward
expansion began to pose a threat
to Australia far more existential
than the weapons trade.
Harry Freame, an enthusiastic
recruit to Australia's World War I
effort, had served as a scout at
Gallipoli before being wounded in

a Turkish attack. Born in the
Japanese city of Osaka to an
English sailor and the daughter of
a local samurai, he could speak
fluent Japanese. His linguistic
talents were peculiar and in very
high demand.
"Harry Freame was a rare
commodity in 1939 ... it is no
surprise that military intelligence
snapped him up," Dr Fahey says.
But the decision to send him
undercover to Tokyo, at a time
when the Japanese military
police, the Kempeitai, were
enforcing a ruthless regime,
would prove a grave mistake.
In December 1939, he was
planted among the Japanese
community in Sydney as an agent
by military intelligence. In
September 1940 he was
appointed as an interpreter on
the staff of the first Australian
legation to Tokyo.
Early in April 1941,
however, Freame returned to
Australia because of ill health and
was admitted to North Sydney
Hospital suffering from a severe

throat condition which greatly
impaired his speech. He died on
May 27, 1941. His death
certificate records the cause of
death as cancer
though Freame himself, and later
his wife, alleged that he had been
the victim of a garrotting in
Japan. He considered that the
attack was the consequence of
the injudicious wording of the
announcement in the Australian
press of his posting to Tokyo.

Harry Freame (1885 - 1941)

Before his address, Dr John Fahey spoke to the Turkish Vice Consul to Sydney, Gokce Over, Club Senior Vice
President David Ford and President John Robertson
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He had been described as
employed by the Defence
Department at a time when he
was telling his Japanese
acquaintances another story.
Extant evidence provides no
definite clarification of the
circumstances of his death,
though the claim of garrotting
was investigated, and rejected, at
the time. Dr Fahey is suspicious
of this official line as his research
shows that gall bladder cancer is
very uncommon, so uncommon
that even today it causes less
than 200 deaths a year in
Australia and then only after it
spreads to other organs such as
the stomach, oesophagus, liver or
pancreas.
These cancers are easily identified on X-Rays and by physical
and blood examination. No signs
of cancer were detected in the
blood work, X-Ray or stool
examinations conducted by St
Luke’s International Medical
Centre in Tokyo in February
1941. What doctors did find was
complete paralysis of the left

nervus laryngeus recurrens and
partial paralysis of the right
musculus internus (thyroarytenoid muscle), in lay terms,
Freame’s vocal cords had been
damaged by trauma, probably
garrotting.

Coastwatchers
Fahey praised the Coastwatch
organisation as ‘one of the most

successful, if not the most
successful, western human
intelligence activity of 1939-45.
He said that of the 407 people
engaged, thirty-three died and 94
received significant awards for
their bravery and intelligence
gathering in their work in Papua
New Guinea and the Solomon
Islands.

S.Y. Franklin

For the full story, readers should buy Dr John Fahey’s book :
Australia’s First Spies: The Remarkable Story of Australia’s Intelligence Operations, 1901-45, Allen & Unwin,
Sydney, 2018; available electronically.

Colonel John Haynes with Frances Fahey and Bruce McEwan
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The Quiet Northern Australian War
Strict wartime censorship withheld the truth about the extent of Japanese attacks on Northern Australian centres
in World War Two. Most deaths occurred at Darwin and Broome.
Japanese aircraft bombed
Northern Australian towns and
airfields 97 times in 1942 and
1943. Also, German and
Japanese (Axis) surface raiders
and submarines periodically
attacked shipping in Australian
waters from 1940 to early
1945 and the mines they laid
took a toll on shipping.
The first air raid on
Australia was on February 19,
1942 when Darwin was
attacked by 242 Japanese
aircraft. At least 235 people
died in the raid. Occasional
attacks on northern Australian
towns and airfields continued
until November 1943. The
most deaths occurred at
Darwin and Broome. Places
attacked included:
• 64 raids on Darwin
• nine raids on Horn Island
• four raids on Broome
• three raids on the
Exmouth Gulf
• three raids on Townsville.

Darwin
On February 19, 1942,
188 Japanese planes attacked
Darwin in the largest Japanese
attack since Pearl Harbour the
previous December. The
attack followed a Japanese
Reconnaissance flight on
February 10. On that day there

were 27 Allied ships in the
harbour and approximately 30
aircraft at the Darwin Civil and
RAAF airfields. In the following
days ship numbers declined
when the USS Houston convoy
departed Darwin. They were
trailed by a Japanese flying
boat which later engaged in an
air strike. The USS Peary
returned to Darwin on
February 19, after an encounter an with a submarine,
that was probably Japanese,
taking the number of ships
there to 46.
From that first February
1942 raid until the last on
November 12, 1943, Australia
and its allies lost about 900
people, 77 aircraft and several
ships. Many military and
civilian facilities were
destroyed. The Japanese lost
about 131 aircraft in total
during the attacks.
At the time, there were
many rumours alluding to the
Australian Government's
suppression of information
about the bombings - it was
thought that reports of
casualties were intentionally
diminished to maintain
national morale. Local sources
estimated that between 900
and 1100 people were killed.
For many years, government
censorship limited coverage of
the event to protect public

morale in the southern states
of Australia.
Darwin was a key
defensive position. Its military
ports and airfields were
developed, and coastal
batteries built with antiaircraft guns installed while
the garrison of troops was
expanded. An anti-submarine
boom net was constructed
across Darwin Harbour. The
net, supported by floatation
buoys, was six kilometres long
– the longest floating net in
the world. Warning of
approaching ships or
submarines was given by
submarine indicator loops that
lay on the seabed and sonar
devices fitted to ships.
The Darwin attack was
not a total surprise. On
December 16, 1941 an official
order was issued by the
Northern Territory Administrator that women and
children be evacuated from
Darwin. Most of the 1066
women and 900 children went
by sea. The first group sailed
on December 19 aboard the
Western Australia coastal
steamer Koolinda. The ships
Zealandia, USS President
Grant, Montoro, and Koolama
also evacuated civilians until
February 15, just before the
bombing of Darwin. Others
left by plane, road and train.
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The civilians were evacuated on
short notice and were allowed
little luggage. Ships were hot,
overcrowded, and short on food
and water supplies. They were
continually on the watch for
enemy mines and blacked out by
night to avoid detection.
The Japanese attacks on
February 19-were planned and
led by Mitsuo Fuchida, the
Japanese commander of the
Pearl Harbour attack. The 188
planes were launched from
Japanese land bases and from
aircraft carriers in the Timor Sea.
The Japanese fighters strafed
land targets and shipping. Dive
bombers attacked the ships in
the harbour, the military and
civilian aerodromes and the
hospital. The dive bombers were
escorted by fighter planes to
protect them from Australian and
allied planes. Eight ships were
sunk and most of the others were
damaged by bombs or machine
gunfire.
Allied air defences totalled
ten fighter planes that engaged
the Japanese planes. Only one
allied fighter survived the first

attack, with the Japanese
suffering only one or two losses.
The first attack lasted forty
minutes. The land targets
included the Post Office,
Telegraph Office, Cable Office
and the Postmaster's Residence,
where postal workers were killed.
The second attack began an
hour later. Heavy bombers
attacked the Royal Australian Air
Force Base at Parap for 25
minutes.
The two raids killed at least
243 Australians and wounded
400. Twenty military aircraft
were destroyed, eight ships at
anchor in the harbour were sunk
and most civil and military
facilities in Darwin were
destroyed. Either two or four
Japanese aircraft were shot
down.
With much of the town
destroyed and hundreds of
people killed and wounded,
Darwin's remaining population
feared that the Japanese were
about to invade.
There was widespread
panic. Half of Darwin's
remaining civilian population

fled. Although these first two
raids were the largest, the
Japanese were to undertake
many more raids on Darwin and
other northern Australian towns
over the next 20 months.

Broome
The remote pearling port of
Broome in northern Western
Australia was attacked by
Japanese fighter planes on March
3, 1942. At least 88 people were
killed. Broome was on a line of
flight for refugees from the Dutch
East Indies (now Indonesia)
following the Japanese invasion
of Java, and, had become a
significant Allied military base.

Darwin Post Office, June 1942

Flying Boat after landing on Roebuck Bay at Broome
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By mid-February 1942,
refugees and soldiers fleeing
from the Japanese invasion were
arriving in large numbers on the
Australian coast. Broome, had an
airfield and a suitable harbour,
Roebuck Bay, for flying boats. It
formed a convenient landfall for
aircraft coming from Batavia
(Jakarta), Tjilatjap, or Surabaya in
Java.
In the last two weeks of
February, 8,000 mostly Dutch
refugees, including many women
and children, passed through
Broome on their way south.
By the start of March,
Japanese forces had occupied
Koepang, on the island of Timor,
and its adjacent airfield, Penfui,
placed them within striking range
of the Australian coast. Reconnaissance flights on March 2, and
before dawn the next day,
confirmed the presence of many
Allied aircraft at Broome, and an
attack was launched without
delay.
Two weeks after the Darwin
bombing, on March 3, 1942,
Broome suffered Australia's
second-worst air raid.

The attack killed about 70
people (perhaps as many as one
hundred) and injured another
forty. Eight large aircraft and 16
flying boats were hit. In addition,
a DC3 plane, carrying refugees
and a parcel of diamonds
towards Broome met the
departing Japanese flight, and
after being extensively damaged,
was forced to crash-land in the
shallows north of the town.
At that time, Broome was a
significant military and civilian
staging post for air evacuees
from Java, Evacuees were ferried
in Dutch, American and
Australian military and civil
aircraft, including Qantas flying
boats. On one day 57 aircarft
landed.
On March 3, Japanese fighter
planes attacked without warning.
Nine Mitsubishi Zeros arrived
over Roebuck Bay at 9.30 am,
and promptly destroyed the
targets they found. As there were
no Allied fighters in the area, the
Japanese faced minimal
opposition.
Fifteen marine aircraft, mostly
Dutch Dorniers and Catalinas, but

also some British and US
Catalinas, as well as a pair of
Australian Empire Class flying
boats, were burned or sunk at
their moorings. At the nearby
airstrip, several US B-17 Flying
Fortress and B-24 Liberator heavy
bombers were destroyed, as well
as a number of twin-engined
Douglas DC-3 transports of the
Netherlands East Indies Airline
(KNILM). Not a single operational
aircraft remained in Broome
when the Japanese left at
10.30 am.
Many victims were Dutch
women and children packed into
flying boats on the harbour either
waiting to be unloaded and
ferried ashore or waiting to
depart for the southern states.
Another 30 crew and passengers,
mostly military personnel, were
lost when an American Liberator
bomber was shot down shortly
after taking off. The bodies of the
Dutch victims, initially buried at
Broome, were moved in 1950 to
the Perth War Cemetery at
Karrakatta.

A USAAF B-24 Liberator on fire at Broome Airfield following the attack
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Diamond Jack Palmer
One Japanese attack on an aircraft, PK-AFV 'Pelikaan', became an on-going story.
A group of Dutch refugees were traveling on the 'Pelikaan' from Java to the safety of Australia when they
flew into the path of the Japanese attack.
The plane was owned by Koninklijke Nederlandsch-Indische Luchtvaart Maatschappij (Royal Dutch Indies
Airways) or KNILM, which was the airline of the former Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia).
The ‘Pelikaan’, piloted by Ivan Smirnoff, a former WW1 Russian flying ace who moved to South East Asia in
the 1920s, crashed at Carnot Bay north of Broome and four passengers were killed.
Smirnoff sent a party to the nearest Catholic outstation at Beagle Bay for help. The priests eventually
brought them to Broome.
Smirnoff was soon questioned by authorities about a small brown package he was transporting.
Minutes before take-off, Smirnoff had been instructed to hand the package (whose contents were unknown
to him) to the Commonwealth Bank upon arrival in Australia, but in the chaos of the crash it was lost.
The package contained over 300,000 pounds sterling worth of diamonds — a value of over $20 million today
that were hurriedly being sent away so the advancing Japanese would not get them.
Days after the plane crashed a beachcomber named Jack Palmer arrived at the scene and seemingly found
the diamonds. Some accounts said he found just some of the diamonds, put them in salt and pepper shakers
and took them to the authorities.
Others say he pocketed most, giving a handful to each of his mates, and handed a fraction of his find to
authorities.
Another story is that he swapped 5,000 pounds of diamonds for enough tobacco to roll a cigarette.
Mr Palmer walked into the office of Crown Prosecutor, Major Cliff Gibson, pulled out of his pocket salt and
pepper shakers, and emptied 20,000 pounds of diamonds onto the table.
Jack Palmer and two others were later charged with stealing diamonds, but were acquitted.
Just how many diamonds Palmer kept is unknown, but he bought a house and a flash American car

Remains of what was probably the ML-KNIL Lockheed Lodestar LT-9-18, destroyed during the Japanese raid on
Broome on March 3, 1942
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Other air raids in WA:
Drysdale River Mission
The Drysdale River Mission
was, set up by the Benedictine
Order in 1908. After the outbreak
of World War II, the Australian
government commissioned an
airfield at the mission which
became a staging post for Allied
squadrons based further south.
The airfield was a refuelling and
ammunition depot for the RAAF
anti-submarine aircraft operating
between Darwin and Fremantle.
On February 19, the mission
provided assistance to the crew
and passengers of the merchant
vessel Koolama, which had been
attacked by Japanese planes on
February 10 and beached to
allow passengers to alight. A
mission cutter took the people to
the Mission.
On September 27, 1943, the
base and settlement were
attacked by 21 Japanese
Kawasaki Ki-48 bombers, based
at Kupang, Timor, with a fighter
escort. The Superior of the
mission, Father Thomas Gil, and
five Aboriginies were killed. All
victims were buried together on
mission grounds, following a
funeral at the damaged church.
Many buildings at the mission
were also destroyed or severely
damaged during the raid.

On March 3, eight
Japanese Zero fighters, made
a strafing attack on Wyndham.
This air raid shot up the town but
caused no apparent damage to
the Koolama, The Japanese
destroyed a Dehaviland DH4 air
craft that had just landed from
Darwin.
A second attack on March 23
was by bombers based in the
Celebes Islands, accompanied by
Zeros that accompanied and
protected them once they flew
near the Zero’s base in Java.
There was minimal damage
despite 50 bombs being dropped
on and around the town.

Port Hedland
On July 30, 1942 Japanese
planes bombed Port Hedland
resulting in the death of 19 year
old Private John Adams, the most
southerly bombing raid in
Australia in the war.

Onslow
The port town of Onslow was
bombed on May 15,1943 by two
Japanese flying boats based at
Surabaya, Java.

Derby
On March 20,1942, Derby was
bombed by 15 Japanese planes
bombed derby because of its air
base and jetty that was regularly
used by Australian forces. There
were no casualties, just damage
to buildings.

Exmouth Gulf
Japanese bombing raids on
May 20,21 and 22 1943. Bombs
caused no damage. In 1942 the
United States Navy had
established a submarine base
under the code name “Operation
Potshot”. Although the
submarine tenders only stayed in
the area for a very short period,
the base continued to operate as
a refuelling facility. Australian
Army, Navy and Airforce
personnel operated early
warning radar, radio stations,
anti-aircraft guns and provided
fighter cover for submarines.
The famous Operation Jaywick
which attacked shipping in
Singapore Harbour departed
from Exmouth Gulf. A cyclone in
1945 extensively damaged the
base and troops were withdrawn

Wyndham
The Koolama was re-floated
and with its pumps at full throttle
to remove water flowing in through
the damaged hull, arrived at
Wyndham Harbour on March 2,
1942.

Guns defending Exmouth Bay in World War Two
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Attacks in the Northern Territory:
Fenton Airfield
Fenton Airfield (named after
the Northern Territory’s first
flying doctor, Clyde Fenton, who
recommended the airfield site on
Tipperary Station) was bombed
seven times between June and
September 1943.

Milingimbi Island
Millingimbi was bombed on
May 10, 1943 with the loss of the
cutter, HMAS Maroubra, which
was being used as a
minesweeper and diving supply
ship. The ship was launched in
1930 and requisitioned in by the
Royal Australian Navy in 1942
from the Australian Petroleum Co
Ltd.

Katherine
An air raid on 22 March 1942
on Katherine one man was killed
by a Japanese bomb.

Horn Island
Horn Island was the first and
most frequently attacked target
in Queensland. It was the airport
for nearby Thursday Island, the
administrative centre for Torres
Strait. It was the most-northerly
Allied airbase in Australia, used
by thousands of American and
Australian aircraft travelling
north on bombing raids against
the Japanese positions.
Conditions for Australian and
American troops and airmen
were harsh, in the tropical heat,
with poor food, water rationing,
air raids, diseases prevalent to
the area and an island to defend
with inadequate numbers.

The Horn Island landing strip (Australian War Memorial collection)

The airstrip at Horn Island was
the nearest operational airbase
to the Japanese forces in New
Guinea. It was used by Allied
heavy bombers as the take-off
point for attacks and to refuel.
There was a bombing raid on
Horn Island on March 14, 1942
by eight Mitsubishi G4M1 heavy
bombers escorted by 12 Zeros
of the 4th Kokutai. Nine US
Kittyhawks were scrambled at
1145 hours under order of
Captain Bob Morrissey,
Commanding Officer.
By the end of 1942, there
were 5000 troops stationed on
Horn Island and a further 2000 on
nearby Thursday Island. In total,
190 Australian and Allied
personnel were killed in Torres
Strait and 124 wounded.
In 1997, a Japanese fighter
plane, a Mitsubishi Zero shot
down in World War II in Torres
Strait was found relatively intact
near Thursday Island.

Townsville
There were three Japanese
raids on Townsville in July 1942.

The raids were undertaken with
two Emily flying boats which
dropped 15 bombs of 250 kg near
the Townsville wharves where
three ships were berthed, the
SS Bantam, SS Burwah and the
HMAS Swan. The second raid
dropped eight bombs near the
Garbutt Airfield. Given a 30
minute early radar warning prior
to the third raid, four American
Airacobras engaged in air combat
with the Japanese but no planes
were shot down. The Emilys
dumped seven bombs in
Cleveland Bay, between the
shore and Magnetic Island.

Mossman
The town of Mossman, north
of Cairns, was attacked in a
Japanese air raid on July 31,
1942. A single flying boat
dropped a bomb that fell near a
house and injured a child.
The final Japanese attack was
a raid on Darwin on November
12,1943. There were no
casualties and only minor
damage was caused around the
town.
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The Kelly Gang of World War Two
While it only existed for six weeks, the “Kelly Gang” became famous by fighting on horseback against the Vichy
French in Syria during June and July 1941.
Their actions, from the
“Gang’s” reliance upon horses to
negotiate the difficult Syrian
terrain, to the circumstances
surrounding the capture of
French horses, make the story of
the Kelly Gang one that truly
stands out in Australia’s Second
World War history.
Between the two world wars
there was a gradual replacement
of horses in the military by
mechanised transport. By
tradition or nostalgia, many
Australian units in the Second
World War had names relating to
the military’s previous reliance

upon horses, such as “cavalry”
and “light horse”, despite horses
being used only minimally on the
home front and in small areas of
the Pacific.
The 6th Australian Division
Cavalry Regiment
The 6th Australian Division
Cavalry Regiment was one of the
first to be formed by Australia
following the start of the war
1939. Just two months after the
unit’s formation in January 1940
it was sent to the Middle East,
where it would spend the next

few years before returning to
Australia in March 1943. The
regiment would later be sent to
New Guinea to participate in the
1945 Aitape–Wewak campaign.
The regiment’s diaries from its
formation to its return to
Australia in 1942 had one
interesting addition: many
contained a group of pages from
what appeared to be a scrapbook
filled with photos of the unit’s
activities, depicting everything
from shelled towns to candid
images of soldiers during their
leisure time.

The "Kelly Gang" October 1941. (Photo: Frank Hurley)
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In 1923 the French Mandate
for Syria and the Lebanon was
ratified by the League of Nations,
making Syria a French
protectorate until it was deemed
able to function as an
independent country.
With the fall of France to
German forces in 1940, Syria
came to be controlled by Vichy
France, and in April 1941 a proAxis coup occurred in Iraq,
forcing the allies to intervene.
With the loss of Crete to the
Axis in May the Allied position in
the eastern Mediterranean began
to look precarious. Fearing an
Axis attempt to occupy Syria or
use its airfields, the Allies decided
that only by invading Syria could
they remove this threat to Egypt
and the vital Suez Canal. As a
result, Allied troops, complete
with a large Australian
contingent, were sent to Syria to
remove the Vichy forces and
regain the territory for the Allies.
This is where the 6th Australian
Division Cavalry Regiment began
to play its part.
On June 6, 1941 the regiment
first entered Syria, comprising
three squadrons: A, B and C.
Each squadron was made up of a
small number of light tanks, some

armoured infantry carriers
(similar to Bren gun carriers) and
several motorised transports.
During the first two weeks of the
Syrian campaign the regiment
suffered moderate losses to their
light tanks and carriers, both
from enemy action and
mechanical breakdown.
It lacked flanking cover along
the crucial Benays–Merdjayoun
road, and as a result became
vulnerable to fire from enemy
cavalry or infantry. The losses
were such that it was no longer
possible to field three squadrons.
The solution was to give the
remaining vehicles of C Squadron
to B Squadron, and, find
alternative transport for C
Squadron. A solution came in the
form of a horse-mounted cavalry
formation under the supervision
of Brigadier Frank Berryman.
British troops had already placed
such an example, the mounted
Cheshire Yeomanry, to the west
of the 6th Australian Division
Cavalry Regiment, maintaining
contact with the coast.
Berryman’s first problem was
finding horses. A week prior to
the formation, the 2/33rd
Australian Infantry Battalion had
been involved in an action

against some squadrons of the
Vichy French Circassian cavalry at
Rachaya el Fokhar.
When 200 French cavalrymen
were spotted along the track to
Rachaya, Australian troops were
ordered to fix bayonets. The
enemy retreated, with some 50
French soldiers killed and 32
French cavalry horses captured.
The horses were all of excellent
stock, being fine Arab stallions
apparently trained for battle.
An attack on Ibeles Saki was
planned for June 23. Berryman
called for a group of volunteers
from C Squadron to form a
mounted troop. The 6th
Australian Division Cavalry
Regiment was formed largely
from country centres, and many
of its men had fathers who had
served as light horsemen in the
First World War. It was therefore
no surprise that Berryman quickly
gained a large number of
volunteers.
When considering this group
of country boys riding through
rugged terrain, it made sense
when the troop was given the
unofficial nickname “the Kelly
Gang”, and the War Diaries
referred to them as such from
their formation on June 22.

"Difficult terrain in which the "Kelly Gang" operated in" from a unit diary, June 1941.
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From left: Major A.S. Allen, Brigadier F.H. Berryman, and Brigadier A.R. Baxter-Cox enjoy a moment of respite in
Syria, June 1941.

Originally the troop contained
18 soldiers, but this number rose
to 40 as several other horses
were obtained from various other
sources. The “gang” was led by
Lieutenant John Burt (a dairy
farmer in civil life), with
Lieutenants Arthur Millard and
Colin Wade each heading two
sections of 16 men.
The whole troop was very
makeshift. The regimental cook,
Sergeant Walter Esler, became
the troop sergeant major,
Sergeant Mechanic John Wood
was the troop’s farrier, gunner
Lance Corporal Jack James
became saddler, and Trooper
Allan Bell became the unit’s
veterinarian. The men found
their captured French saddles
uncomfortable, but when seeking
out replacements from the
nearby British cavalry regiment,

the North Somerset Yeomanry,
Lieutenant Burt was turned away
and escorted from their lines. It
was only a plea to a senior officer
that got him noticed and saw the
appropriate supplies obtained.
The Kelly Gang’s mentions in
the unit diaries speak largely of
reconnaissance work on terrain
that could not withstand cars, let
alone the tracked vehicles that
these men were trained to use.
On at least one occasion the gang
was sent into the heavily Frenchoccupied town of Kafr Shebaa in
the Bmeriq area, where valuable
information on enemy positions
was promptly passed on to
Australian artillery.
By June 24, the strategically
important Merdjayoun area
(modern-day Lebanon) had been
taken by Allied troops, and on
July 3 the Kelly Gang was relieved

by the British North Somerset
Yeomanry – the same unit that
had earlier refused to help them.
On at least three occasions
the troop came under heavy fire,
yet, escaped largely unscathed.
Following the important work
that the Kelly Gang played in the
capture of Merdjayoun, the
troop’s importance in gaining
intelligence of the Syrian terrain
was realised, and it was
reallocated to A Squadron, based
along Syria’s coast at Kafr Badda
(modern-day Lebanon).
This was a trek of some 115
kilometres through terrain that
was worse than the unit had yet
encountered. The troop came
under machine-gun fire several
times. Soldiers reported that
their French mounts barely
flinched, and were in some cases
braver than the men themselves.
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The 'Kelly Gang' in the Bmeria area - unit diary, June 1941.

On July 9 the Kelly Gang
completed its biggest
achievement. While out on
morning patrol, scouts spotted
the position of an enemy battery
at Ain El Hour whose guns were
firing on a large contingent of
advancing Allied infantry. To
silence the enemy battery,
members of the Kelly Gang
escorted a small group of artillery

to set up an observation point.
The battery was soon silenced,
allowing the Allied forces to
continue their advance.
On July 13, 1941 the Syrian
operations drew to a close, with
Allied success. While it was in
operation for only three weeks,
the Kelly Gang’s heroic and
innovative use of cavalry and the
resources available to them gave

them a unique Australian
experience of the Second World
War.
Just as the famous Australian
Light Horse brigades had ridden
into Damascus in 1918, the Kelly
Gang, many of whom were sons
of those light horsemen, could
safely say that they too had
played a significant role in the
successful capture of Syria.

"The 'Kelly Gang' after a long ride from Bmerig to the coast" - unit diary, July 1941.
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The Disastrous Naval and Land Conflict That Was Gallipoli
By Bruce McEwan
It is not widely recognised that
Gallipoli was to be a naval battle,
fought with warships not infantry
forces. Its goal was to breach the
narrow Dardanelles that linked the
Mediterranean to the Black Sea.
The object was to provide support
in the Crimea to Britain’s Russian
allies after persuading the
Ottomans to surrender by laying
siege to Constantinople (Istanbul).
The problem was that the idea
of taking the Dardanelles from the
sea had been openly discussed in
London and Athens (originally it
was a Greek plan) and the Turks,
under the guidance of their
German advisors, had plenty of
time to prepare.
The British did not realise
Turkey’s capacity to make the
narrow waterway secure.
At the western mouth of the
Dardanelles was the town of
Çanakkale, which housed a
substantial garrison of troops,
several forts equipped with large
bore naval guns and a
sophisticated naval mine factory

supported by a flotilla of minelaying vessels. There was another
string of forts on the northern side
as well as well-manned garrisons of
infantry equipped with the latest
German Maxim machine guns.
Turkey also had a small fleet of
German-made submarines able to
be deployed if needed.
It must have been an
impressive armada of allied
warships that gathered in the
Aegean off the Turkish peninsula
while the Turkish minelayers
scurried around adding to the ten
strings of mines around where the
waterway narrowed.
British ships – the Queen
Elisabeth, Agamemnon, Lord
Nelson, Ocean, Irresistible and
Inflexible -- led the charge,
followed by the French ships
Gaulois, Charlemagne, Bouvet and
Suffren. A single string of mines
along the eastern side accounted
for the Irresistible, Ocean and
Bouvet and three other ships were
disabled
Despite firing salvo after salvo

at the Turkish forts the British guns
only inflicted superficial damage to
the emplacements. The Turks also
had a number of sewer pipe
dummy guns to attract fire away
from the real artillery – one
attracted 500 shots from the fleet.
The attack was in tatters and
now the generals looked towards a
land invasion solution. The plan
was to land at a level, sandy beach
and charge inland towards the
town of Gelipoli on the shores of
the Dardanelles.
Gelipoli became “Gallipoli”. The
Anzac forces landed in the wrong
place beneath a steep cliff of
crumbly agglomerate. The Turks
couldn’t believe it; they had a clear
field of fire for their machine guns
and rifles on the heights and the
beach was within field artillery
range. The Turkish 9th and 19th
infantry divisions were encamped
inland and units of company and
platoon strength were in place
along the length of the peninsula
Chaos became the invasion’s
watchword.

HMS Agamemnon
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The original plan was to land
75,000 troops from the French
allies on the western front at
Kuma Kale on the opposite side
of the peninsula, simultaneously,
Greek troops were to land on the
peninsula and Bulgarians were to
attack Constantinople. The
Russians were to create a
diversion in the north of the
Black Sea by engaging with the
Austrians. This was despite
intelligence reaching the allied
commander Ian Hamilton that as
many as 150,000 Turkish troops
could be opposing them at
Gallipoli. He actually wanted to
land on the southern tip of the
Peninsula to enable the remnants
of the allied naval fleet to offer
support.
Hamilton chose to mount the
attack from Alexandria in Egypt
rather than the nearby Greek
island of Lemnos because he was
lacking senior administrative staff
and even rudimentary battlefield
intelligence– subsequently his
logistics failed.
General Otto Liman Von
Sanders, the German officer
commanding the Ottoman

General Otto Liman von Sanders

Aylmer Hunter-Weston

Forces, identified three separate
allied landing sites and split his
six divisions into three groups.
His plan was simple – no matter
where the British landed there
would be two divisions close by
to counterattack. His waiting
troops were kept alert by sending
them on day and night
manoeuvres. After the failed
naval attack by Britain their
morale was high.
From the outset the Anzacs
were short of food, water,
medical supplies, ammunition,
mortars and grenades – the
essentials of infantry warfare.
Strangely, Hamilton was reluctant
to ask that his troops needs be
met, probably because he knew
the British Commander in Chief
for Egypt, Major General
C.E.Peyton, not only did not like
Hamilton but also ridiculed the
whole Gallipoli Campaign.

On the other hand, Turkish
soldiers were used to hardship,
unreasonable official orders and
they were fighting for their
homeland not some remote
piece of foreign real estate.
Major General Aylmer HunterWeston, who was put in
command of the British 29th
Division, was a military theorist
who seemed not to care how
many men he sacrificed in battle.
He was a militant Scot fighting for
the British Empire like so many
before him and since.
Gallipoli represented no
threat to Australia and was far
from being our costliest
battlefield – In eight months of
fighting 28,000 Australians died
there. The same number
perished on two battlefields in
France a year later, at Fromelles
and Pozieres. The Aussies and
Kiwis had joined up to fight
Germans in France and Belgium
and yet here they were fighting in
near-Biblical lands an enemy they
had only just learned about on
the cargo ship that brought them
to Egypt.

Sir Ian Hamilton
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