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International Bomber Command Centre to open 

Surviving Australian members of the famous World War Two Bomber Command will be heading to England for 

the opening of the International Bomber Command Centre in April 

 
The International Bomber Command Centre is an 
interpretation centre and memorial relating to the 
historical impact of and on Bomber Command 
during the Second World War. 
It is a centre dedicated to the memory of those who 
served in Bomber Command and will feature an 
exhibition and memorials to the 55,000 RAF 
personnel who died in the war. 
Located on Canwick Hill, overlooking the City of 
Lincoln, in England, the site is nearing completion 
after delays caused by a lack of funds. The official 
ceremonial opening of the centre will be held on  
April 12, as part of RAF100 celebrations. 
The project is run by the Lincolnshire Bomber 

Command Memorial Trust (a registered charity), 

with the Digital Archive being created in partner-

ship with the University of Lincoln.  

      

       

Australian Touring Party 
 

Australia’s Department of Veteran’s Affairs has 

agreed to fund 10 RAAF veterans as well as two 

WAAF members to attend. They will fly business 

class along with 10 carers to attend the event with 

the Federal Government paying accommodation 

costs.  

The members of the touring group will be those 
with a direct connection to Bomber Command or 
those who have an interest. The group will include 
some veterans of Bomber Command, family 
members of the Command personnel  who served 
or  were casualties. A number of RAAF Air Cadets 
and RAAF personnel will be with the group. 
 

(continued page 5.)

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Bomber_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Lincoln
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Editorial….. 

 

Welcome to the Autumn Edition of The 

Gallipoli Gazette.  While the Club may be 

closed for renovation both the Gazette and the 

Art Prize march on thanks to the Club Bondi 

Junction RSL Club. 

In this edition we announce the 2018 Art Prize 

and reflect on some interesting military 

history. 

With Britain about to open a memorial to 

Bomber Command we look at that group and 

touch on some of the Australians who served. 

Large airfields in country areas in several states 

provided the initial training grounds for the 

many brave Australians who joined that 

command, which had one of the highest death 

rates of any military group in World War Two. 

Bruce McEwan looks at the role the railways 

played in World War One.  Railways then were 

the new disruptive technology of wartime 

logistics. We also hear about the New Guinea 

Air Warning Wireless Company that proved so 

valuable in the Allied victory that pushed the 

Japanese out of that country. 

We continue our series on lesser known 

conflicts of the world wars with stories from 

the Indian Ocean campaign of World War Two, 

including the Japanese bombing of Calcutta. 

Not only did this have a military consequence 

it also disrupted the distribution of food so 

severely in the following years that millions of 

Indians died of starvation.  
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Gallipoli Art Prize 2018 

While the Gallipoli Memorial Club is closed for redevelopment, the Art Prize Competition continues.  
 

The Gallipoli Memorial Club Committee has 
arranged with Club Bondi Junction RSL to 
provide the venue for the 2018 Gallipoli Art 
Prize competition.   
The concept of conducting art prize 
competitions in both Australia and Turkey to 
commemorate the legacy of those heroes who 
fought on the Gallipoli Peninsula in 1915 was 
conceived in 2004 and developed during 2004-
2005. 
The first official announcement of this project 
was made in 2005 by the then Prime Minister 
of Australia, John Howard, with the intention 
to conduct the art prize competitions in 
Australia and Turkey. 
The project has achieved over a decade of 
successful competition due to the wonderful 
support from artists in Australia, New Zealand 
and Turkey along with Governments and 
communities in Australia and Turkey. 
The Gallipoli Art Prize Organising Committee 
annually invites any eligible artist to submit a 
painting for the Gallipoli Art Prize, which will be 
administered by the Gallipoli Memorial Club 
Limited (the “Club”) and under the control of 
the Gallipoli Art Prize Organizing Committee. 

Prize money of $20,000 is awarded to the artist 
of the winning entry subject to the conditions 
on the Gallipoli Art Prize website: 
http://gallipoli.com.au/art-prize/ 
The acquisition of the work and its copyright 
remain property of the Gallipoli Memorial Club 
Museum Fund. 
Each competitor must either have been born in 
Australia, New Zealand or Turkey or hold 
Australian, New Zealand or Turkish citizenship. 
Each competitor may, at their expense, submit 
one piece of original work produced in either 
oil, acrylic, water-color or mixed. The term of 
reference to be used is the spirit of the Gallipoli 
Campaign as expressed in the Club’s Creed; 
 

We believe.. 
 

That within the community there exists an 
obligation for all to preserve the special 
qualities of loyalty, respect, love of country, 
courage and comradeship which were 
personified by the heroes of the Gallipoli 
Campaign and bequeathed to all humanity as 
a foundation for perpetual peace and universal 
freedom. 

 

 

The inaugural Gallipoli Art prize winner in 2006 was “Ataturk’s Legacy” by Margaret Hadfield. 

http://gallipoli.com.au/art-prize/
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The winner of the 2017 Gallipoli Art Prize was Amanda Penrose Hart’s “The Sphinx, Perpetual Peace” 
 

 
 

Previous winners: 
 

Winner 2017: “The Sphinx, Perpetual Peace” Amanda Penrose Hart 

Winner 2016 “Yeah, Mate” by Jiawei Shen  

Winner 2015: “Boy Soldiers” by Sally Robinson. 

Winner 2014: “Gallipoli evening 2013” by Idris Murphy. 

Winner 2013: “Dog in a Gas Mask” by Peter Wegner. 

Winner 2012: “Trench Interment” by Geoff Harvey. 

Winner 2011: “Sacrifice” by Hadyn Wilson. 

Winner 2010: “The dead march here today” by Raymond Arnold. 

Winner 2009: “Smoke/Pink Landscape/Shovel” by Euan Macleod. 

Winner 2008: “Max Carment, War Veteran (The last portrait)” by Tom Carment. 

Winner 2007: “Glorus Fallen” by Lianne Gough. 

Winner 2006: “Ataturk’s Legacy” by Margaret Hadfield. 

 

The 2018 Art Prize winner will be announced 

on April 18, at the Club Bondi Junction RSL, Level 1, 1-9 Gray Street, Bondi 
Junction, Sydney at 12 noon (after the Club’s Annual General Meetings – see pages 

16-18 for more  details) 
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(continued from page 1.) 
 
 
The aim is to undertake a short tour of places that 
are part of the Bomber Command story including 
airfields, hotels that are famous for their role in the 
life of Command personnel and  have preserved 
memorabilia and Museums.  
Organisers believe participates in this trip will gain a 
deeper understand of the Bomber Command story 
especially as they will have many opportunities to 
converse with those who served both from Australia 
and the U.K. 
Among the group will be wireless operator Tony 
Adams, aged 94, of Lindfield. Mr Adams said it was 
"great" that the government had listened to 
argument put up by the Bomber Command veterans 
to give financial support to the group. 
 "We just want to go back and pay our respects to 
the many comrades we lost in the war," he said. 
 "I did have one very good mate, Arthur Plowman, 
we trained together in Parkes. On one occasion two 
Lancasters were coming back from an operation at 
night and they collided. All 14 were killed. I will be 
thinking of Arthur, his name will be on the 
memorial." 
Arthur was one of many young New South 
Welshmen in Bomber Command. During World War 
II a RAAF training camp operated at Narromine and 
Parkes, where they received basic training before 
going to Canada for further training, then on to 
Britain where they joined either the RAAF or RAF. 
The Stores Depot at Dubbo became the RAAF’s 
largest stores depot by the end of the war. After the 
disbandment of No 6 Stores Depot, the  unit became  
Detachment  D of No  2  Stores Depot, until 1992. 
 

Many highly decorated aircrew came from Dubbo, 
including Pilot Officer Rawdon Middleton VC, Jack 
Bassett DFC, George Taylor, who was badly burnt 
and became a member of the famous Guinea Club, 
Bill McBurney, William (Pat) Mumford, and Jeff 
Perry from Warren. 
All those men who enlisted shared one common 
trait – incredible bravery, determination and 
dedication.  
That spirit was defined by heroic acts of bravery, 
such as the one which earned Rawdon Middleton a 
posthumous Victoria Cross. 
On November 28, 1942 Pilot Officer Middleton took 
off on his 29th operation, to the Fiat works in Turin, 
Italy. Middleton’s aircraft was struck by flak over the 
target, one shell exploded in the cockpit wounding 
Middleton in the face and destroying his right eye. 
Middleton lost consciousness and the aircraft dived 
to just 800 feet before the second pilot brought it 
under control. They were hit by more flak as they 
tried to escape the target. 
When Middleton regained consciousness he began 
the long and grueling flight back over the Alps 
towards England, knowing that his damaged aircraft 
had insufficient fuel to complete the journey. 
As they approached the French coast the Stirling 
was again hit by flak but flew on. Now over the 
English coast with only five minutes of fuel left 
Middleton ordered the crew to abandon the 
aircraft. 
Five men left the stricken plane, and two remained 
on board to help Middleton before attempting to 
parachute to safety, although unfortunately

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tony Adams (third from right) and his fellow crew members



6 
 

. 

 
 
both were drowned. The Stirling then crashed into 
the sea, killing Middleton. 
He was only one operation away from completing 
his first tour on bombers. 
In a similar act of bravery, after taking off one night 
in 1942 on a mission to attack Berlin, Warrant 
Officer Jack Bassett’s plane was crossing the North  
Sea when the rear gunner complained of a lack of 
oxygen. 

 
 
 
Warrant Officer Bassett, from Dubbo, immediately 
dropped to a low altitude to give the gunner some 
relief and continued on course, but as they 
approached the target one of the bomber’s engines 
became unserviceable and had to be feathered. 
Despite this, Bassett persisted in his mission and 
successfully attacked the target, for which he was 
later awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tony Adams marching with Bomber Command on Anzac Day 

 

 

                Pilot Officer Rawdon Middleton VC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Bassett DFC (5th from left) and his Flying Crew 
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Railways: The Metal Arteries that Made World War 1 Possible 

      In the last edition of the Gallipoli Gazette, Bruce McEwen mentioned the strategic value of railways  
      in World War 1. He now expands on their role. 
 

The Allied victory in World War I was due in a 
large part to the incredible efforts  by military 
engineers to build, operate and repair essential 
rail links despite desperate enemy action to 
prevent them doing so. 
The Gallipoli campaign could only be supplied 
by sea. Ships carried supplies through the 
Mediterranean to be taken ashore in lighters, 
barges and other small vessels to the beaches 
of Gallipoli. 
Turkish attempts in 1915 to invade Egypt from 
Palestine and cut the Suez Canal were repulsed 
by British and Dominion forces which then 
pushed Turkish forces, back across the Sinai 
desert. The allied advance was almost entirely 
due to the ability to construct hundreds of 
miles of roads, railways and a water pipeline 
across the desert. 
Allied engineers maintained work on a railway 
supply line and a water pipeline despite 
constant attacks by German and Ottoman 
forces. Camels, horses, mules and donkeys 
were the only means of moving men, 
munitions and food and water supplies before 
the railway was completed. 
There was a Turkish narrow gauge railway that 
had to be converted to standard gauge to 
support the advance to Damascus. The Hedjaz 
railway had been built by Turkey shortly before 
the outbreak of war. It ran from Damascus over 
800 miles southwards to Medina. It required 
thousands of Ottoman soldiers to be deployed 
to defend the railway from increasingly 
effective sabotage by Arab guerillas. In the final 
months of the war, more Ottoman soldiers 
were involved in the failed defence of the 
Hedjaz railway than were trying, 
unsuccessfully, to stop Australian General 
Allenby’s advance to Damascus. 
Transport and supply networks became critical 
in maintaining front line operations in land 

based warfare. This was especially true of 
World War 1 when hundreds of thousands of 
troops, millions of artillery shells and many 
thousands of tons of food flowed each day to 
the Western European battle front on both 
sides. Success or failure hinged on the 
establishment of reliable methods of 
transport. On both sides of the conflict, 
enormous efforts were made to continually 
improve logistical support and this included 
both standard and narrow gauge rail networks. 
The allies eventually gained the advantage 
through the sophistication of their rail network 
thanks to the skill of British rail engineers.  
Prior to the outbreak of war, Germany and 
other nations of Europe had detailed plans for 
mobilizing and supporting their armies in 
battlefields with railways. Each nation had the 
means of concentrating troops and equipment 
at key depots and then sending them rapidly to 
designated positions on their frontiers. 
Nowhere was the planning more developed 
than in Germany and France. Germany's 
'Schlieffen Plan' provided for rapidly 
concentrating forces by rail along both the 
eastern and western boundaries. It was 
expected that the Russian Army would be slow 
to mobilize, so the strategy was to sweep 
rapidly through Belgium and Luxembourg, 
invade northern France and circle around the 
north and west of Paris. Following a French 
surrender, expected within six weeks, the 
forces could then face the Russians. 
Consequently, the nations of Europe built their 
plans for mobilizing and supporting their 
armies in war primarily around railways. Each 
nation had developed very sophisticated 
schedules for concentrating troops and 
equipment at key depots and then sending the 
forces rapidly to positions on their frontiers. 
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Armoured WWI trains 

 
 

Soldiers of the 21st Engineers cheer for the camera May 27, 1918, aboard a 2-foot-gauge U.S. Army train near  
Menil la Tour, France. 

 
 
 
 

http://histomil.com/viewtopic.php?f=3&t=319
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World War I could not have been fought without 
the facility of Europe’s railroad networks. Trains 
provided the only means of supplying the huge 
volumes of men and materials to the vast armies 
that faced each other from Belgium to Switzerland. 
Germany’s invasion plans were actually based on 
linking its rail systems to those of eastern European 
nations. It was on August 2, 1914 that Germany 
launched its campaign. Trains carrying German 
troops steamed, without permission, through 
Luxembourg on their way to the French border. On 
the first night, more than 13,000 German soldiers 
crossed Luxembourg:  Troop trains steamed 
toward Belgium every ten minutes. Two days later, 
the Kaiser’s forces entered neutral Belgium 
triggering the declaration of war by the United 
Kingdom because Britain had guaranteed 
Belgium’s right to neutrality under the 1839 Treaty 
of London. 
By August 13, 11,000 German trains had ferried 
120,000 officers and 2.1 million soldiers — plus 
600,000 horses — from around Germany towards 
the French border; 1.6 million troops were carried 
to the front on 560 trains a day. 
But the French government also had a strategic 
response called Plan XVII. About 800,000 troops 
left for France’s western borders with Germany 
and Belgium on more than 4,200 trains.  
Britain had its own mobilization response strategy 
involving railways. The British rail system rapidly 
moved troops of the British Expeditionary Force to 
Southampton. Peaking at 80 trains arriving at the 
docks in one day, 130,000 troops were ferried day 
and night across the Channel. During the conflict 
British manufacturers supplied around 700 steam 
locomotives and some hundreds of diesel ones for 
military use. However, most of the diesel locos 
eventually used were American made. 
Eventually, in the 475-miles of front line trenches 
millions of soldiers faced up on both sides. At this 
point  the  railways’ task  switched  from  rapidly  

transporting soldiers to supplying them. 
Every day for four desperate years, those millions 
of soldiers needed food, water, ammunition, 
medical supplies and more. Action on the Western 
Front in France and Belgium could only be 
sustained by rail transport as roads and road 
vehicles were either unavailable or unusable in the 
mud and slush of the artillery torn battlefields. 
Specially recruited civilians and soldiers assembled 
prefabricated 5-meter sections of narrow gauge 
rail track weighing about 100 kilograms to create 
supply tracks on which small steam and diesel 
locomotives pulled trains of about 10-tonne 
capacity towards defence lines. 
Massive artillery bombardments were the daily 
norm.  For instance, on the first day of the Battle of 
the Somme, British artillery fired 1.5 million shells 
on the opposing German trenches. Trains carried 
all of those shells to the guns. 
Eventually, Britain had more than two million 
soldiers along the Western Front needing millions 
of kilos of supplies daily. In the final month of the 
war alone, British trains carried 67.5 million 
pounds of meat and 90 million pounds of bread 
into supply depots behind the front lines. 
With the end of hostilities the networks and 
equipment took on new roles, initially in 
supporting reconstruction of the devastated towns 
and countryside. Some light railways continued to 
be operated for years after the guns fell silent; the 
balance of the equipment was sold off and was 
used elsewhere, sometimes for decades, in many 
corners of the world. 
For Britain's railways it was a distinctive watershed. 

At the beginning of the twentieth century railways 

dominated land transport in Britain but after the 

war thousands of petrol and diesel-engined War 

Department lorries were sold to ex-servicemen 

and other civilians and became, increasingly, a 

freight alternative to British rail. 

 

 

The Dumpling Bar and the North Ocean Restaurant have new premises at 167 Kent St, Sydney. 

Ph:  02 9247 9450 

E:  dumplingbar.res.on.kent@gmail.com 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Locomotives
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World War One German narrow guage battlefield railway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 16 inch railway gun that pulverised the Hindenburg Line, France, 1917-1918 
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Lesser known battle fronts – The Indian Ocean 

 
In our series of articles about lesser known battle fronts of World War Two we look at the Indian 
Ocean campaign, the taking of the Andaman Islands and the Japanese bombing of Calcutta (now 

Kolkata). 

By March 1942, the southern sweep of the 

Japanese juggernaut appeared unstoppable.  

The Battle of the Java Sea  saw the combined 

US, British, Australian and Dutch fleet almost 

wiped out. 

The Royal Navy’s 29-ship Eastern Fleet under 

the command of Vice Admiral James 

Somerville was the sole remaining Allied naval 

force of any significance in the region to 

counter  the Imperial Japanese Navy. 

In late March, Japan’s Southern Force, 

containing three fleets; the Malayan fleet, the 

submarine fleet and First Air fleet, under the 

overall command of Vice Admiral Nobutake 

Kondo, entered the Bay of Bengal to support 

the Japanese Army offensive in Burma. They 

sunk Allied shipping, and eliminated the 

Eastern Fleet. 

The Malayan Fleet, under Vice Admiral 

Jisaburō Ozawa struck first. After supporting 

the amphibious assault of the Andaman 

Islands, conquered in one day and without a 

shot fired, Ozawa continued west, sinking any 

vessel he found. On April 6, he launched air 

strikes on two ports on India’s east coast, 

ultimately sinking 23 ships and damaging 

numerous facilities before retiring. 

The Japanese submarine fleet patrolled India’s 

west coast conducting reconnaissance, and 

sinking  allied  shipping.   One submarine,  the 

 I-10, reached Madagascar, sank nine 

merchant ships, and damaged the battleship 

HMS Ramilles.  

The task of eliminating the Eastern Fleet, code 

named Operation C, was given to the First Air 

Fleet and its carrier strike force, Kido Butai 

under the command of the hero of Pearl 

Harbor, Vice Admiral Chuichi Nagumo. It 

contained the heavy carriers Akagi, Hiryu, 

Soryu, Shokaku, and Zuikaku, more than 300 

aircraft. It was supported by four battleships, 

seven cruisers, and 19 destroyers. 

A Canadian Air Force Catalina patrol plane 

spotted Nagumo’s force on April 4 and 

successfully transmitted the fleet’s location 

before being shot down. Despite this warning, 

the RAF was caught unprepared – with its 

pilots eating breakfast when Japanese aircraft 

arrived in the skies over the port of Colombo 

the following dawn. The British radar stations 

were unmanned that morning. Among the 

reasons later given were that April 5 was both 

a Sunday and a holiday (Easter), and that the 

stations were shut down for routine 

maintenance. 

Nagumo had hoped to catch Somerville’s fleet 

in the same way his pilots had found the U.S. 

Navy fleet at Pearl Harbor, but the British had 

cracked the Japanese naval code, so Somerville 

knew Nagumo’s plan. 

As Somerville had been ordered to save his 

fleet even if it meant losing Ceylon, he had sent 

most of his ships to the Maldive Islands about 

600 miles southwest of Ceylon. The Japanese 

air raid found only two ships, an auxiliary 

cruiser and an old destroyer, at the harbor of 

Colombo which were immediately sunk. 

The Japanese pilots bombed facilities and 

airfields, shooting down at least 27 British 

aircraft. A second Japanese attack sank the 

British cruisers Cornwall and Dorsetshire. 
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On April 9, Nagumo launched a raid against 

British air and naval installations in and around 

Trincomalee harbor on Ceylon’s northeast 

coast, sinking the light carrier HMS Hermes, the 

Australian destroyer HMAS Vampire, and the 

corvette HMS Hollyhock. They shot down a 

number of aircraft and damaging harbor 

facilities. In April, Nagumo’s fleet,  retired to 

rest and refit, having lost less than 30 aircraft 

in six months at sea. 

Britain then expected an invasion of Ceylon, 

but Japan’s actual  target was the Vichy-ruled 

island of Madagascar, where the Japanese 

Navy wanted to set up a long-range submarine 

base to cut the Allied shipping lanes to Egypt, 

the Soviet Union and India.  

British forces braced themselves for an 

invasion of Ceylon. But that was never a part of 

the Japanese plan. Its ultimate objective was 

the Vichy-ruled island of Madagascar, where 

the Japanese wanted to establish a long-range 

submarine base and cut the Allied shipping 

lanes to Egypt, the Soviet Union (through the 

Persian Gulf), and India. However  that didn’t 

happen,  as the April 18 Doolittle Raid of the 

Japanese homeland (see last issue of the 

Gazette) caused the Japanese command to 

recall Nagumo’s fleet for a showdown with the 

U.S. Navy at Midway 

 

 

 

 

HMS Hermes on fire before sinking in the Indian Ocean 
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Calcutta 

 
The first attack on Calcutta took place on 
December 20, 1942. Docks, airfields and 
shipping were the main targets in this, the first 
of many air-raids. 
The Imperial Japanese Army Air Force  bombed 
the city, damaging its infrastructure that 
crippled the means distribution. 
Calcutta was the target as it was both a major 
British military base and the place of entry by 
sea for munitions and other supplies to the 
Chinese for their fight with the Japanese. After 
the USA entered the war in December 1941 
Calcutta was the start of the major aerial 
supply route for an American military mission 
that came to be known as 'flying over the 
Hump', a term of reference for flying over the 
Indian Himalayas. 

While this was extremely dangerous, with 
many U.S. planes crashing on missions. 
However  it was the only way for the allies to 
send supplies to China and keep open another 
battlefront that soaked up Japanese men and 
resources, while avoiding Japanese occupied 
Burma. This ensured that the rapid progress of 
the Japanese through South-East Asia in early 
1942 was finally stopped on the borders of 
India. 
However, the longer term effects of these 
various raids were that many food grain shops 
were forced to close down, providing a catalyst 
to the widespread famine of 1943. Whilst the 
bombing resulted in casualties, far more of the 
Indian population died as a result of the famine 
that followed. 

 

An Indian army party during the Japanese bombing of Calcutta, World War 2 
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New Guinea Air Warning Wireless Company 

The New Guinea Air Warning Wireless Company was formed in Port Moresby in late January 1942 and 
was granted Separate Independent Establishment status in October 1943. The company's founder was 
Major Don Small, who had witnessed Japanese air raids on Rabaul and realised that having lacked an 
effective early-warning system around New Britain meant that the defenders were taken by surprise.  
At the time, gaps had also appeared in the coast-watching communications network because the 
territory administration ordered the withdrawal of civilian wireless operators when Japan entered the 
war.  
The first influx of men into the company consisted largely of volunteers from the 39th Infantry 
Battalion, which was stationed at Port Moresby. Initial training was rudimentary, hasty, even carried 
out on en route to a new station. The first party of company personnel, (spotters), left Port Moresby 
as early as February 1, 1942, bound for the strategically important Samarai area, at the tip of Papua.  
In the first month of the company's existence 16 spotter stations were established on the coast of 
Papua and in the mountains around Port Moresby. At the end of 1942 there were 61 operational 
stations being run by 180 men. The company's high-water mark was in late 1944, by which time over 
150 stations had been set up in 
Papua and New Guinea behind 
enemy lines. On February 3, 1942 
the company issued its first air 
warning when spotters at Tufi saw 
Japanese aircraft about to attack 
Port Moresby for the first time. The 
following month the company was 
responsible for the first Japanese 
killed in action in Papua by 
Australian ground forces, when 
spotters from Gona engaged the 
crew of a downed Japanese bomber. 
And in July 1942 the station at Buna 
signalled Port Moresby with news of 
the Japanese landings in Papua, 
marking the beginning of the 
Kokoda campaign. 
The dangers involved in the 
company's work had also been 
made clear by this time. In July 1942 
a party of spotters attempting to set 
up a station at Misima Island, off 
Milne Bay, was intercepted by a 
Japanese destroyer, resulting in the 
company's first operational losses.  
Anticipating the direction of the 
campaign as a whole, the company's 
focus moved north and north-west 
over the three years of its existence. 
In May 1942 a network was set up in 
the Wau area in association with the 
activities of Kanga Force. As part of 
the Wau network, spotter Ross 
Kirkwood audaciously constructed   
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an observation post overlooking the Japanese airstrip at 
Salamaua. Kirkwood's position was photographed by Damian 
Parer on the understanding that the pictures would not be 
published. They nevertheless appeared in a Sydney 
newspaper. The day after the publication of the photographs 
the observation post was attacked by the Japanese and 
Kirkwood was lucky to escape. 
In June 1944 the company's headquarters were moved to 
Nadzab. By that time, spotter stations existed behind 
Japanese lines, as far north as Hollandia, and the company 
began to train Americans to perform similar work in the 
Philippines.  
In early 1945 the company moved to Balcombe, Victoria, 
where its members were posted to other units of the                            A New Guinea Air Warning Wireless 
Australian Corps of Signals.  

 

  

 

Australian War Memorial appointment 

  

The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs has announced the reappointment of the Hon Dr Brendan Nelson as Director 
of the Australian War Memorial. 

Dr Nelson has made a significant contribution to the Australian War Memorial since his appointment as 
Director in 2012.  

“Dr Nelson’s dedication and passion to this role is evident in the achievements and recognition of the 
Australian War Memorial as an internationally renowned, world-class museum and I congratulate Dr Nelson 
on his re-appointment,” the announcement stated. 
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The GALLIPOLI MEMORIAL CLUB Limited 
ABN 49 001 038 740 

12 LOFTUS STREET, SYDNEY 2000 
 

LIST OF CANDIDATES FOR POSITIONS ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS YEAR 2018 
 
AS THE POSITIONS FOR ALL CATEGORIES HAVE BEEN NOMINATED UNOPPOSED, THERE WILL BE NO BALLOT.  
THEREFORE THE CANDIDATES NOMINATED WILL AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING BE DECLARED ELECTED. 

 
  PRESIDENT:   John Robertson 

 
  VICE-PRESIDENTS:  E.D. (Ted) Codd 

                                         David Ford 
   

  TREASURER:   John Brogan 
    
                               DIRECTORS:    Stephen Ware 

  Glenn Tetley 
   Scott Heathwood 

       Marc Higgins 
       Greg Hanchard 
      

     Margaret Brown 
     Returning Officer  
     Dated: 22 February 2018 

 
THE GALLIPOLI MEMORIAL CLUB MUSEUM FUND INC. 

Registered No.Y1930719.  ABN 57 680 698 398 
 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY APRIL 18 2018 

 

To be held at Club Bondi Junction 
1st floor, 1-9 Gray Street, Bondi Junction Sydney 

Commencing at 11.45am 
 

AGENDA 
1. Open Meeting 

 

2. Apologies 
 

3.  Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting 

4.  Business arising out of Minutes 

5. To receive and, if thought fit, adopt the report of the Committee Members and the 

audited Financial Accounts for the year ended 31st December 2017 
 

       6. Appointment of Committee Members 

       7. Appointment of Auditor 

       8. To deal with any other business that the meeting may approve, of which due 

 notice has been given. 
 

By order of the Committee 

DAVID SCOTT, Secretary 
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THE GALLIPOLI MEMORIAL CLUB LTD  
ABN 49 001 038 740 

 
NOTICE OF 2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
To be held at Club Bondi Junction  

First floor, 1-9 Gray Street, Bondi Junction 
On 18 April 2018 

Commencing at 11.30am 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

1. Open Meeting. 

2. Apologies. 

3. Confirmation of Minutes of previous Annual General Meeting. 

4. Business arising out of Minutes. 

5. To receive and, if thought fit, adopt the report of the Directors and the audited    Financial Accounts 
for the year ended 31st December 2017. 

6. To declare the results of the election of Directors. 

7. Ordinary Resolution relating to Directors' benefits: 
 
That pursuant to Section 10(1)(i) of the Registered Clubs Act 1996 (as amended), to consider and if 
thought pass the following resolution as an Ordinary Resolution: 

  
 The members hereby approve and agree to expenditure by the Club of the reasonable costs 

of the Directors whilst representing the Club to be borne by the Club, including out-of-pocket 
expenses for the following activities: 

 
(i) The reasonable cost of a meal and beverage for each director immediately before or 

immediately after a Board or Committee meeting on the day of that meeting; 

(ii) Reasonable expenses incurred by directors in travelling to and from directors 
meetings or other duly constituted committee meetings as approved by the Board 
from time to time on the production of invoices, receipts or other proper 
documentary evidence of such expenditure; 

(iii) Reasonable expenses incurred by the directors in relation to such other duties 
including entertainment of special guests, whether they be a member of the Club or 
not, to the Club and other promotional activities performed by directors which 
activities and the expenses there from are approved by the Board before payment is 
made on production of receipts, invoices or other proper documentary evidence of 
such expenditure; 

(iv) As Directors may be required to attend Clubs NSW and other educational industry 
meetings or business related conferences the costs associated with courses relating 
to: 
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(a) Directors' responsibilities 
(b) Best Club Management Practices 
(c) Latest Industry Developments 
(d) Responsible Service of Alcohol, and 
(e) Responsible Gaming Practices; 

 
(v) The expenses associated with travel to and accommodation associated with the 

annual Gallipoli Art Prize and the Canakkale Art Competition including expenses 
associated with the requirement that the club be represented at the announcement 
and presentation of the Art Prize in Turkey. 

 
NB: The members acknowledge that the benefits in paragraph (a) are not available to members 

generally but only for those who are directors of the Club as a reimbursement of out-of-pocket 
expenses in accordance with Clause 4 of the Club’s Constitution.  

 
 

8. Other Business 

To transact any other business that may be brought forward in accordance with Article 36(j) of the 
Club’s constitution. 

 

NOTE TO MEMBERS 
 
This note is to be read in conjunction with agenda item 8: 
 

Article 36(j) of the Club’s constitution states: 
 

"Any Member wishing to bring before an Annual General Meeting any Notice of Motion shall 
give notice thereof in writing to the Secretary/Manager not later than the seventh (7th) day in 
the month of February preceding such Meeting, and no Notice of Motion shall be put to the 
Meeting unless so lodged within the prescribed time." 
 

   
 

By order of the Board 
 
DAVID SCOTT, Secretary 
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 OUR CREED 
 
 WE BELIEVE… 
 that within the community there exists an obligation for all to preserve the special   
 qualities of loyalty, respect, love of country, courage and comradeship which were 
 personified by the heroes of the Gallipoli Campaign and bequeathed to all humanity  
 as a foundation for perpetual peace and universal freedom. 
  


